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If January program emphases seem diverse at first glance, good program 
planning will relate church attendance, prayer and economic life to each 
other. And January is the time to plan ahead for Race Relations Sunday 
and the Week of Dedication. 


Church Attendance Evangelism. “Let God Have His Way” is the slogan for 
this period. The program is to urge luke-warm members and non-members 
to attend church services regularly. (See page 11.) 


Universal Week of Prayer. Interdenominational services draw Christians 
together into closer fellowship. 


Church and Economic Life Week. During this week churches of many 
denorninations take a special interest in the influence of Christianity on 
the economic order. 


World Service Sunday. Our overseas outreach through the Division of 
World Missions is the subject of this month’s World Service leaflet. 


Race Relations Sunday. This day can be an experience in brotherhood; it 
can also help support education for Negroes. 


Week of Dedication. This week (which includes Ash Wednesday and the 
beginning of Lent) is set apart for spiritual rededication. The closing 
Sunday, Feb. 23, is the Day of Dedication. Week of Dedication offering 
supports emergency needs in missions and overseas relief and Crusade 
scholarships. (See pages 5-6.) 


World Day of Prayer, observed by the Woman’s Society of Christian 
Service in co-operation with women of other denominations through 
United Church Women. 


World Service Sunday. Methodist work in evangelism is described in the 
leaflet for distribution on this Sunday. 


Week of Evangelism. Evangelistic services and visits by laymen are recom- 
mended for this week by the Council of Evangelism. 


World Service Sunday. The total cause of World Service is subject of the 
Fourth Sunday leaflet. Use of the leaflet will help prepare a church to meet 
its year’s apportionment in full by the end of May. 


Easter 


National Christian College Day. This day, observed interdenominationally, 
has new significance during The Methodist Church’s Emphasis on Christian 
Higher Education. 


World Service Sunday. The World Service leaflet helps Methodists under- 
stand the work of their Board of Lay Activities. 


* Observance set by General Conference. 
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Bulletin Liners 


by Roy L. Smith 





The 52 schools of nursing affiliated 
with Methodist hospitals will need 
2,500 new student nurses this year. 


No man is really a leading layman 
unless he is going somewhere. 


The only activity some people dis- 
play is when they are backing off from 
a responsibility. 


Blessed is the man who is willing 
to move over in a church pew. 


Eighty homes and agencies dedi- 
cated to work in behalf of the elderly 
are now afhliated with the Methodist 


Board of Hospitals and Homes. 


All too many people are willing to 
criticize who are not willing to take 
responsibility. 


John Wesley, in advising his 
a eae. 5 
preachers, once said; “Do it as you can 
until you can do it as you would.” 
And the counsel is good for laymen 
also. 


The highest salary paid to any Meth- 
odist preacher in Puerto Rico is $2,880 
a year. 


First Methodist Church of Glen- 
dale, Calif., is raising a fund of $1,500,- 
000 for the erection of a new sanctuary 
and tithing all receipts into a fund for 
the establishment of mission churches 
in unoccupied areas. 


The Methodist Church has at least 
some responsibility for every person 
who is outside of any church. There 


. “ + » 
| is no “no man’s land. 


The religious education of a child is 
a part of the responsibility of the 
entire church. 


We never solve our problem by 
lowering our standards. 


There are less than 25,000 trained 
workers available for approximately 
100,000 social work positions in the 
United States, according to Olin 
Oeschger, general secretary of the 
Board of Hospitals and Homes. 


It is so much easier to give a dollar 
a week to the Sunday school than an 
evening a week to a Sunday-school 
class. 











1958. 
Interboard Committee on Christian 
Vocations, 10¢; quantity discounts on 
request. 


Metnopist Service Projects, 


The 1958 edition of this basic manual 
on church-related jobs for Methodists is 
coming off the press in time for the Na- 
tional Methodist Student Conference 
during the New Year holidays. 

The new manual lists opportunities in 
about 70 categories in a dozen general 
program areas. It summarizes the nature 
of each type of job, qualifications for 
it, and gives addresses for getting infor- 
mation about current openings. 

The booklet discusses work directly for 
The Methodist Church and for church- 
related institutions. It includes mission 
work and volunteer and_ short-term 
projects. 

A feature of the 1958 manual is the 
church’s statement on a Christian phi- 
losophy of vocation, with emphasis on 
the dignity of all useful work. It contains 
also an analysis of the relationship of the 
selective service law to church vocations 
and it gives information about Methodist 
student loan and scholarship funds. A 
bibliography lists resources on Christian 
vocations. 

The booklet is recommended for young 
people who are considering full-time 
work within the church and for all who 
counsel with them. 


Order from: Interboard Committee on 
Christian Vocations, PO Box 871, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn. 


Campus EvANGELISM IN THEORY AND 
Praciicz, edited by Richard N. 
Bender. Methodist Student Movement. 
$1.50; 10 or more, $1 each. 


This book contains papers from the 
Seminar on Procedure in Campus Evan- 
gelism held in April, 1957. In a sense 
it is a sequal to Witness to the Campus, 
edited by Roger E. Ortmayer (still avail- 
able at the same price from the same ad- 
dress ). 

The earlier book deals with the the- 
ology and philosophy of campus evan- 
gelism. The new one seeks to understand 
how fhe witness can be made. Contribu- 
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new 
publications 
for the 
work of 
the church 


tors discuss such areas as the classroom, 
the faculty counselor, the campus Chris- 
tian foundation, the religious activities of 
the church-related college, and the uni- 
versity church. 

Among contributors are: Dugald S. 
Arbuckle, Tom F. Driver, Thomas M. 
Hahn, L. Paul Jaquith, L. Edward Mat- 
tingly, Dr. Ortmayer, Chester A. Penn- 
ington and Cecil F. Ristow. 

Order from: Methodist Student Move- 
ment, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 
(Send payment with order.) 


For tHe Ristinc GENERATION, by 
Umphrey Lee. Commission on Chris- 
tian Higher Education. 40¢; 30¢ each 
in quantities of 50 or more. 


This booklet presents graphically the 
story of our Methodist heritage in higher 
education. The author is chancellor of 
Southern Methodist University. 

For the Rising Generation is a popu- 
lar-type book to remind Methodists of the 
debt our church owes to its pioneers in 
education. It also defines new frontiers 
where the church’s educational destiny 
will be decided. 

Use of the booklet will help to under- 
gird the 1956-60 Emphasis on Christian 
Higher Education. 


Order from: The Methodist Publishing 


House branch serving your territory. 


Cross AND Crisis In JAPAN, by Charles 
W. Iglehart. Friendship Press. Cloth, 
$2.50; paper, $1.25. 


Dr. Iglehart, who wrote on Japan in 
the September Mernopist Srory, is 
perhaps better equipped than any other 
Methodist missionary to write on this 
year’s study theme countrv. 

For more than 30 years Dr. Iglehart 
served as a pastor, superintendent, teacher 
and evangelist in Japan. He was a pro- 
fessor at Aoyama Gakuin and Tokyo 
Union Theological Seminary. He 
founded a school for boys and pioneered 
in newspaper evangelism. He was also 
director of the Methodist Publishing 
House in Tokyo, secretary of the Na- 
tional Christian Council of Japan and 
editor of the Japan Christian Year Book. 





Out of this rich background, Dr. Igle- 
hart interprets modern Japan in the new 
book. In reappraising Japan’s life and 
problems, Cross and Crisis combines facts 
with human interest stories. It was writ- 
ten as a study book for use by adults of 
many denominations in studying Japan. 

Supplementing Dr. Iglehart’s volume 
in the Japan series of Friendship Press 
are titles for adults, young people and 
children. They were listed in Tot Metu- 
opist Story for July-August, page 2. 

Order from: The Methodist Publish- 


ing House branch serving your territory. 


Humanity Hatu Neep or Tues, by 
Paul E. Martin. Tidings. 25¢; 10 or 
more, 20¢ each. 


In three stirring chapters, 32 pages, 
Bishop Martin tells stories to which 
Christians will thrill. The stories portray 
what it means to the world when individ- 
uals put faith into action. 

The booklet is suggested for pastors 
and church officials to give to friends. 


Order from: Tidings, 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Metuopist EvaNncetistic MATERIALS 
Reprints. Board of Evangelism. Prices 
as indicated. 


To separate distinctively Methodist 
materials from general evangelistic ma- 
terials published by Tidings, the Board 
of Evangelism has created the new im- 
print, Methodist Evangelistic Materials 
(Tue Mertnopist Story, November, 
page 24). 

About 25 popular items from the 
board are being reissued under this label. 
New materials will be issued for Lent. 

Among the items now available are: 


The Methodist Primer, by Charles C. 


Selecman. 

The Methodist First Reader, by 
Charles C. Selecman and George H. 
Jones. 


The Beliefs of a Methodist Christian, 
by Clinton M. Cherry. 

John Wesley, Evangelist, by F. Gerald 
Ensley. 

Spiritual Life for Methodist Christians 


(chart booklet), by G. Ernest 
Thomas. 

Tell Me the Story of John Wesley 
(pictorial). 


What Methodists Believe, by the 
Council of Bishops, leaflet, 100 for 
$4. 

Some Essential Methodist Beliefs, by 
Robert G. Tuttle, leaflet, 100 for 


$4. 

The Methodist Church, by James S. 
Chubb, leaflet, 100 for $2. 

Why Join The Methodist Church, by 
Howard B. Warren, leaflet, 100 for 


$2. 
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How to Join The Methodist Church, 
by Karl F. Moore, leaflet, 100 for 
$2. 

What Every Methodist Can Do, by 
Harry Denman, leaflet, 100 for $2. 


Order from: Methodist Evangelistic 
Materials, 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 
5, Tenn. 


‘100 Men’ to Trade Views 
Between Church, Campus 
One hundred Methodist laymen and 


pastors soon will begin visiting Methodist- 
related colleges and Wesley Foundations 
as part of the quadrennial Emphasis on 
Christian Higher Education. 

The Committee of 100 Men has as its 
objective the strengthening of the bonds 
between The Methodist Church and its 
colleges and its Wesley Foundations at 
state and independent schools. 

Composed mostly of laymen, the com- 
mittee includes educators, pastors, Wes- 
ley Foundation directors, and others in- 
terested in Christian higher education. 
All will spend three to 14 days each year 
for the next three years on college and 
university campuses. 

Their aim is to assist schools in pre- 
senting the Christian gospel to college 
and university students. 

These men met in Nashville, Tenn., 
Oct. 23-25 to train for the voluntary work 
they will do. 

Visitation is scheduled to get under 
way early in 1958, with most campuses 
to be visited early in the second semester. 

The Rev. John O. Gross, director for 
the Christian Higher Education Em- 
phasis, said Methodist-related colleges 
and Wesley Foundations have received 
brochures and letters explaining the 
availability and purpose of the Commit- 
tee of 100 Men. Each college or Wesley 
Foundation is to contact one or more of 
the men to arrange for a campus visit. 

When committee members visit the 
campuses, they will assist the schools in 
various ways, according to the needs and 
desires of the institutions. This may in- 
clude counseling students, consulting 
with administration and faculty, address- 
ing student bodies, and making studies of 
religious life and attitudes on the cam- 
pus. 

Those who attended the Nashville 
meeting agreed that communicating the 
Christian gospel on a college campus in- 
volves far more than teaching just a few 
“snappy theological phrases” to students. 

“We need to be midwives in spiritual 
rebirth,” the Rev. Glen O. Martin, direc- 
tor of Wesley Foundation at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee, told the group. “We 
need to assist students in the process of 
discovering truth. I do not believe that 
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any pressure or systemized canvassing is 
essential.” 

The Rev. Myron F. Wicke of the 
Board of Education explained that “This 
is not a program; it is a mission.” 

Dr. Wicke said one should not judge 
a student by appearance only. “Beneath 
those sloppy jeans and wrinkled sweaters 
are the future leaders of the church and 
the land,” he said. “You may be the man 
who will speak the word of ignition that 
is needed. This is a great mission field.” 

He expressed the hope that the Em- 
phasis on Christian Higher Education 
will continue beyond this quadrennium. 

“I believe we are at the beginning of 
a tremendous venture,” Dr. Wicke said in 
summary. “I think you will find an open- 
ness on the college campus for religion. 
The task is big, but through the grace 
of God, we can do it.” 


10,000 Women to Attend 
Quadrennial WSCS Meet 


Ten thousand women are expected to 
attend the quadrennial assembly of the 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service at 
St. Louis, Mo., May 6-9, 1958. 

Women will attend from all 48 states, 
Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto Rico and some 
overseas countries. They will represent 
1,676,000 members of 31,000 local 
WSCS groups. 

The purpose of the meeting is to pro- 
mote and deepen interest in the work of 
the Woman’s Society, a spokesman said. 
The assembly will not be a legislative 
meeting, but one for inspiration and in- 
formation. 

Sessions will be conducted in the Kiel 
Auditorium. 

Following the assembly will be the 
Guild Weekend of the Wesleyan Serv- 
ice Guild. This meeting is expected to 
draw 1,000 women who will represent 
130,000 members of 5,400 guilds. 

The guild sessions are scheduled for 
the Hotel Sheraton-Jefferson. 

There will be 1,000 official delegates 
to the WSCS assembly, but sessions will 
be open to any Methodist woman, accord- 
ing to Mrs. J. Fount Tillman of Lewis- 
burg, Tenn., Woman’s Division presi- 
dent. She is serving as general chairman 
for the assembly. 

Co-chairman is Mrs. John M. Pearson, 
Newburgh, N.Y., a division vice-presi- 
dent and chairman of its Department of 
Work in Foreign Fields. 

Through the Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service and Wesleyan Service 
Guild, Methodist women support mis- 
sionary work in the U.S., Alaska, Puerto 
Rico, Hawaii, and 30 countries overseas. 
They give $27,000,000 yearly, with $17,- 
006,000 going for local church purposes 
and $10,000,000 for missions. 


‘Unusual’ Year for MCOR, 
General Secretary Reports 


Reviewing the 17-year history of the 
Methodist Committee for Overseas Re- 
lief, the Rev. Gaither P. Warfield, gen- 
eral secretary, termed the past year as “the 
most unusual and difficult.” 

MCOR, termed “the Good Samaritan 
of Methodism,” has rescued and continues 
to rescue, victims of war and disaster in 
Korea, India, Hungary, and other lands 
where people look to the church for help. 

Dr. Warfield lists five points that 
marked the past fiscal year. During this 
period, MCOR 
e Received the largest income in its his- 
tory—just $745 short of $2,000,000. 

e Experienced the largest return for any 
single day’s appeal for overseas relief in 
the church—Methodists gave $1,060,650 
for Hungarian relief and for other victims 
of oppression. 

e Conducted its most difficult resettle- 
ment operation: for Hungarian refugees, 
directly helping 332 Hungarians. 

e Completed the resettling of refugees 
under the 1953 law: 4,349—the largest 
number of any denomination in the 
Church World Service program. 

e Participated in the greatest interde- 
nominational distribution in 34 countries 
of surplus American food commodities— 
186,000,000 pounds valued at $27,000,- 
000 in 1956. 

MCOR has set the following goals for 
the new year: 

e Giving the same attention to keeping 
administrative 2osts at a minimum. 

e Increasing Advance Specials by at least 
$100,000 through local church giving. 

e Doing a better job in telling the story 
of MCOR to the 10,000,000 Methodists, 
encouraging them to channel their relief 
gifts through their church. 

e Improving the administration of relief 
to fulfill the mandate of General Confer- 
ence and the will of God. 


Report Japan Statistics 


According to the most recent figures 
on church membership in Japan, there 
are 593,589 Christians of all denomina- 
tions with a total of 5,123 churches and 
preaching places. 

The 1957 Christian Yearbook of Japan 
gives membership in the United Church 
of Christ Cof which Methodism is a part) 
as 167,971. This figure is more than 
half of the total Protestant membership, 
which is 322,135. 

Of 6,715 full-time church workers, 
4,187 are Japanese and 2,528 are mission- 
aries. 

There were 23,312 baptisms in Protes- 
tant churches, 20,305 in Roman Catholic 
churches, and 392 in Orthodox churches 
during 1956. 














Here’s how your church can 


Churches throughout Methodism 
will observe Feb. 9 as Race Relations 
Sunday, as suggested by General Con- 
ference. 

The purpose of this observance is 
to create better understanding among 
races and to inform Methodists about 
the church’s schools which serve 
Negroes. 

In the local church the groups 
concerned with planning the Race Re- 
lations Sunday program include the 
commission on education, commission 
on Christian social relations, and the 
committee on social and economic re- 
lations. 

Two general church agencies, the 
Board of Education and the Board of 
Social and Economic Relations, are 
providing resources and offering sug- 
gestions for this observance. 

The offering received on Race Re- 
lations Sunday supports colleges which 
our church established to serve Negroes 
and which now stand in position of 
new responsibility and opportunity. 
(See Tue Meruopist Story, Decem- 
ber, p. 23.) 

The record offering of $300,000 last 
year fell far short of meeting the im- 
mediate needs of the colleges. The 
goal this year is $1,000,000. 

Race Relations Sunday packets have 
been mailed to pastors by the Board 
of Education’s Division of Educational 
Institutions. Churches completing 
plans for their observances should order 
materials now to insure delivery. 

The local church can plan to have 





RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY 


improve race relations and support cducation for Negroes. 


its church school, youth program, and 
worship services geared to the theme 
of race relations Feb. 9. 

Fourteen basic books on race are 
available from branches of the Meth- 
odist Publishing House. They are: 

For adults: The Kingdom Beyond 
Caste by Liston Pope; Progress Against 
Prejudice by Robert Root; Adult Guide 
on Christ, the Church and Race by 
Rosalyn Summer Sease. 

For youth: Seeking to Be Christian 
in Race Relations by Benjamin E. 
Mays; Youth Guide on Race Relations 
by Sara Little; What Can We Do? by 
Ruth Douglas See; Sense and Non- 
sense About Race by Ethel J. Alpen- 
fels; The Story of the American Negro 
by Ina Corinne Brown; Room for 
Randy by Jesse Jackson; Junior High 
Program Guide on Race Relations by 
Janice Bennett. 

For children: The Swimming Pool 
by Alice Cobb; Junior Teacher's Guide 
on Christ, the Church and Race by 
Frances Eastman; The Apple Tree 
House by Anne M. Halladay; and 
Primary Teacher’s Guide on Christ, the 
Church and Race by Edith F. Welker. 

Materials available from the Board 
of Social and Economic Relations, 740 
Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill., are: 

The Social Creed of The Methodist 
Church, single copy free, 100 copies 
for $1.50; The Methodist Church and 
Race, single copy free, 100 for $1; The 
Bible Speaks on Race, single copy free, 
100 copies for $2; A Message on 
Vital Issues, single copy free, 100 copies 


for $5; The Modern Samaritan, 35¢ 
each; and Interracial Leadership Con- 
ference Reports, free. 

Two films on race relations are avail- 
able from the Board of Social and Eco- 
nomic Relations. They are, For Fair 
Play and Tragedy in a Temporary 
Town. 

The official film for the study on 
“Christ, the Church and Race” is The 
Broken Mask. It has a running time of 
28 minutes and rents for $12, color, 
and $8, black-and-white. Order from 
Methodist Publishing House branches. 

Thirty denominations will observe 
the 36th annual Race Relations Sun- 
day as members of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. Theme of this year’s 
observance will be “Who Is My Neigh- 
bor?” 

The following materials are avail- 
able from the Department of Racial 
and Cultural Relations of the National 
Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10, N.Y. 

The Message, 4¢ each, 100 for $2; 
and Program Suggestions for Children, 
Program for Young People, Worship 
Program for Race Relations Services, 
all 4¢ each, or 100 for $3. 

The message on “Who Is My Neigh- 
bor?” has been prepared by Mrs. James 
D. Wyker. Mrs. Wyker is minister-at- 
large, Department of Social Welfare, 
United Christian Missionary Society 
of the Disciples of Christ. She is im- 
mediate past president of United 
Church Women of the National Coun- 
cil. 
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It’s time to make plans for the Week 
of Dedication. 

The 1958 dates are Feb. 16-23— 
dates that include Ash Wednesday. 
Feb. 23, the first Sunday of Lent, is the 
Day of Dedication. 

There is opportunity for many 
groups within a church to co-operate in 
planning a Week of Dedication that 
will be a deep spiritual experience for 
every member. It is well for all of them 
to be represented on the planning com- 
mittee for the week. 

Among groups with a special inter- 
est in the week are: commission on 
missions (because the offering supports 
missions projects): commission on edu- 
cation (because the church school may 
share in the week and because of the 
educational program of Crusade Schol- 
arships); commission on membership 
and evangelism (because of the spirit- 
ual life emphasis); and commission on 
stewardship and finance (because the 
offering involves finances). National 
leaders of the church’s two lay organi- 
zations are urging each chapter of the 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service 
and Methodist Men to participate. 


The Spiritual Side 
The Week of Dedication is, first of 


all, a spiritual experience. Its purpose 
is to bring Methodists to the altar in 
self-dedication as Lent begins. 

The spirit of dedication can be 
fostered by special events from Feb. 
16 to 23. Many pastors fit sermon 
topics for those Sundays to the theme 
of dedication. Hundreds of congrega- 
tions light up darkened church win- 
dows with services on week nights. For 
some these take the form of preaching 
services; others hold prayer meetings or 
devotional study groups. 

For churches planning to observe the 
Week of Evangelism in March, devo- 
tional activities planned for it may be 
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STARTING LENT AT THE ALTAR 


keyed in with the Week of Dedication. 

A plan for special services that has 
been found effective in some churches 
is the use of representatives of various 
age or interest groups in leading the 
services. The 1958 Week of Dedica- 
tion poster, picturing a young woman 
in the pulpit of a North Carolina 
church, suggests the possibility of a 
youth night as part of the week. 

Methodist Men and the WSCS will 
find natural ways to lift up the idea of 
self-dedication in the devotional por- 
tion of meetings falling about this 
time. The same can be done in the 
Wesleyan Service Guild, Methodist 
Youth Fellowship or other church or- 
ganizations. 

On the Day of Dedication, Sunday, 
Feb. 23, the week reaches its climax in 
the service of dedication. The service 
can take many forms, but central in the 
service should be the act of kneeling at 
the altar rail. In this act of personal 
commitment, the individual brings his 
most precious gift—himself—to the 
altar. 


The Sacrificial Offering 

An integral part of the service of 
dedication is the bringing of money—a 
sacrificial offering that signifies the in- 
dividual’s devotion. 

The offering is distinct from the spir- 
itual emphasis of the service only in 
that it can be measured. This offering 
is not planned as a “drive for funds,” 
but as a symbol of devotion. 

In some churches the Week of Dedi- 
cation offering is brought to the altar 
rail and left there. More commonly, 
envelopes are used and the special of- 
fering is received along with the regu- 
lar offering. 

The causes sharing in the 1958 
Week of Dedication are listed on the 
back of this sheet. It may be posted in 
this form, or the information may be 


It’s time to plan for the Week of Dedication, Feb. 16-23 


used for announcements or printing in 
a parish paper or bulletin. 

It may be useful in helping the con- 
gregation understand the significance 
of the offering if one or two of the 
projects are lifted up for special atten- 
tion, perhaps through dramatization 
or storytelling. Additional information 
about any of the projects listed on 
page 6 may be obtained from the 
Board of Missions or the Methodist 
Committee for Overseas Relief. Both 
are at 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, 
N.Y. 


Resources Available 


Program and promotional aids are 
available from the Central Promotional 
Office, 740 Rush St., Chicago 1], Ill. 
They have been mailed to all pastors, 
but additional copies may be requested. 

The resources: 

e Week of Dedication calendar. A re- 
minder for the wall of office, home or 
study. Sent to all pastors in October. 

e Poster. Suitable for narthex, class- 
room or other church building spots. 
Two were sent to each pastor in Octo- 
ber. 

e Leader’s Guide. Revised for 1958. 
The guide contains detailed sugges- 
tions for planning the observance and 
information on the projects. One was 
sent to each pastor, lay leader, WSCS 
president and Wesleyan Service Guild 
president in December. 

e Offering envelopes. In January each 
pastor will be sent a quantity equal to 
half his church’s membership. 

e Leaflet, The Song of the Lord and 
the Offering. A pocket-size hand-out 
leaflet for general distribution. It will 
be sent to pastors in January in the 
same quantities as the envelopes. 

e Filmstrip, The Week of Dedication 
Story. Black-and-white, sound. Recom- 
mended for the official board or the 


planning committee. Loaned free. 





What Your Gifts Will Do 
Week of Dedication, Feb. 16-23 


As your church takes part in the Week of 
Dedication offering, you and your fellow members 


will help to fill these needs. 


These urgent projects total $650,000. If the 
church should surpass that total, gifts will be ap- 


plied to other similar needs. 


Each of the administrative agencies will share 
in the receipts on the ratio indicated by their re- 
spective totals. 

Within each of the three lists, projects will be 
completed in the order listed. This insures comple- 
tion of each once it is reached. 


National Missions—$180,000 


Crusade Scholarships 


Rio Piedras, P.R., University Church 


Mobile Units 


Indian Mission 


Los Angeles, Calif., Korean Church 


El Paso, Tex., La Trinidad Church 
(Latin American) 


Honolulu, Hawaii, Palolo Valley 
Church educational unit 


Kenai, Alaska, Church 


Crusade Scholarships help train new leadership within the church in various 
mission fields. This item provides scholarships for young people in the 
United States and territories. (The scholarships are supported also through 
the Division of World Missions and a grant of $50,000 a year from the 
Woman's Division of Christian Service. ) 


The present building, a remodeled residence, is inadequate for the progress 
of this growing church. The congregation is raising a building fund. It will 
be encouraged by help from the mainland. 


Mobile Units lengthen the arm of the church. Units are needed at: Schurz- 
Yerington (Nevada) Mission; Oklahoma Indian Mission; Lydia Patterson 
Institute, El Paso, Tex.; Wesley Foundation, University of Hawaii, Honolulu; 
Henderson Settlement, Frakes, Ky.; Puerto Rico. 


The enthusiastic Indian Methodists of Oklahoma need help in building 
churches and parsonages, both as replacements and for new congregations. 
This sum will help at Collinsville, Pettit, Pawnee and Clinton. 


The money will help erect a church building for a congregation that is rich in 
spirit, but not in cash. 

La Trinidad is a new congregation serving El Paso’s growing Latin colony. 
Members have purchased the former Orchard Park Church and have paid 
about half the cost. $10,000 will complete the payment. 


This sum will complete construction of an educational unit for a new Meth- 
odist congregation in a growing residential area of Honolulu. 


Methodists at Kenai are meeting in a public building, but hope soon to wor- 
ship in their own building on a well-located lot they have bought. This $20,- 
000 will help them with the first unit and parsonage. 


World Missions—$300,000 


Crusade Scholars 


Lucknow (India) Christian College 
(bal.) 


Christ Hospital, Kapit, Sarawak 


Diffendorfer Memorial, Japan In- 
ternational Christian University 


Union Theological Seminary, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina 


Crusade Scholarships awarded through the Division of World Missions help to 
train citizens of the countries where our missionaries work. Thus they prepare 
the kind of leaders who are carrying increasing responsibilities in the 
younger churches. 


Last year’s Week of Dedication offering began a $95,000 project to com- 
plete a dormitory and provide staff housing. This amount will finish the job. 
Lucknow is the only Methodist college for men in India. 


The new Christ Hospital is part of our growing service to the Iban people 
in Sarawak—a Land of Decision. Some 100,000 primitive people now lack 
adequate medical care. 


A building to be a center for religious, educational and social activities will 
be a memorial to the late Ralph E. Diffendorfer, Methodist mission executive 
and father of the Japan International Christian University. The center will be 
related closely to the University church. 


The future of Protestant work in South America depends heavily on the 
work of Union Seminary. It trains ministers for all Spanish-speaking Protes- 
tant churches south of the equator. We share support with other denomina- 
tions, but two-thirds of the students are Methodists. 


Overseas Relief—$120,000 


Disaster Relief 


Anti-Tuberculosis Campaign in 


India 
Arab Relief 


Korea—Rehabilitation at the 38th 
Parallel 


This is an item that cannot be planned. But whenever flood, fire, earth- 
quake or war strikes, The Methodist Church must be ready to act quickly to 
meet human needs. 

Our church is sharing in a co-operative program to bring tuberculosis under 
control in India. At present it takes a million lives a year. 


A million displaced and homeless Arabs must be provided for until they can 
be resettled permanently. This $25,000 is small in relation to the need, but 
it will permit worthwhile work. 

This fund will help farmers in the fought-over territory. The program in- 
cludes establishing co-ops for buying and selling, a mobile health clinic, a 
literacy program for adults, digging new wells and a loan fund for seeds and 
farm implements. 
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EXPANSION 


For the Individual . . . 
Theme: 


“Christ and Our Resources” 
A time for study of our personal re- 

sources and for consecration . . . 

A. Of time spent in the local 
church. 

B. Of talents gladly devoted to 
Kingdom service. 

C. Of possessions dedicated to God 
and his cause. 


Christian Consecration— 


For the Church... 
Theme: Expansion 


A year to give special attention to ex- 
pansion through ... 
A. New church schools. 
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1958 is the Year of 
Expansion in the Local 
Church Emphasis. 
What will 

your church do? 
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B. Reaching persons. 
1. New churches in suburban 
and new industrial areas. 
2. Second churches in many 
towns. 
3. Assistance to churches in de- 
teriorating areas. 
4. Missions in neglected city 
and rural areas. 
5. Reopening abandoned 
churches. 
C. Experiments in interracial co- 
operation. 
D. Better facilities for churches and 
church schools. 
E. New churches on the mission 
field. 
F. Establishment of institutions of 
Christian service, such as hos- 
pitals and homes. 






From effectiveness to expansion— 
that is the shift of focus for the Local 
Church Emphasis in the new year. 

The shift is to come in March, for 
the program has been planned by the 
Council of Bishops to begin each year 
with a Lenten period of devotional 
preparation. 

It is time now for churches to begin 
planning how they will move from 
effectiveness to expansion. 


The First Year 


The Emphasis moves into its second 
year with a record of solid accomplish- 
ments—some measurable and some 
not. Among them: 

e Devotion. Two and a quarter million 
copies of Bishop Charles W. Brashares’ 
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booklet, Christ and Myself, were used 
during Holy Week of 1957. 
e Self-study. Nearly every church 
took a look at itself with the self-study 
guides and set goals. Some 177,000 
sets of the self-study kit booklets were 
used. 
e Organization. Progress was made on 
the full organization of every church. 
e Leadership training. The number of 
schools and classes held in 1957 may 
set a record. 
e Interboard schools. The Interboard 
Schools of Instruction proved to be an 
effective way of training leaders. Some 
30 schools have been held and more 
are being scheduled. This program will 
continue. 

This year the spiritual foundation 
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for action will be a prayerful considera- 
tion by individuals of their own re- 
sources. 

Bishop William 
C. Martinhas 
written the devo- 
tional booklet, 
titled Christ and 
Our Resources. 
Similar to Bishop 
Brashares’ 1957 
booklet in size and 
format, it will be 
sold through the Methodist Publishing 
House at $7.50 a hundred. 

Holy Week will be lifted up as a 
special time for the Lenten study. 
Churches are urged to order enough 
copies of Bishop Martin’s booklet to 
distribute one to each family. 

The devotional theme will be sup- 
ported by articles in the church press 
and by sermons. 


Bishop Martin 


The How of Expansion 


The bishops have expressed the hope 
that the 1958 emphasis on expansion 
will see the establishment of hundreds 
of new church schools, new churches 
in growing suburban areas and second 
churches in many towns. They hope 
for missions among people now un- 
reached and the reopening of aban- 
doned churches where feasible. 

In short, they hope that each Meth- 
odist church will commit itself to do a 
better job in reaching its community, 
whatever the local problems may be. 

Help has been promised from Meth- 
odist boards and agencies: 

e Church extension—Literature and 
staff counseling services. Write to 
the Rev. B. P. Murphy, Section of 
Church Extension, Board of Missions, 
1701 Arch St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

e Church schools—Literature and staff 
counseling for establishing new 
schools or expanding existing ones. 
Ask help from the Rev. Leon M. Ad- 
kins, Division of the Local Church, 
Board of Education, PO Box 87], 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 

e Evangelism—Counsel on visitation 
programs to undergird church exten- 
sion. Write to Dr. Harry Denman, 
Board of Evangelism, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 

e Lay activities—Guidance for new 
churches in the development of a 
sound financial policy and the 


marshalling of manpower. Write to 
Dr. Robert G. Mayfield, 740 Rush 
Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 

e Neglected areas—Survey Specialist 
Roy Sturm is developing an instrument 
to help spot overlooked pockets. Teams 
of two resource persons will go into 
any district Cat a bishop’s request) for 
a day’s counseling on reaching neg- 
lected areas. These helps are part of 
the work of the new Interboard Com- 
mittee on Ministry to Neglected Areas. 
Direct inquiries and requests to the 
Xev. W. Vernon Middleton, 1701 
Arch St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


What Your Church Can Do 

During this year of expansion, every 
Methodist church can make some con- 
tribution to the establishment of new 
churches. 

In many towns there is need for an 
existing church to mother a new con- 
gregation—either as a second church 
in the same town 
or to serve a new 
residential district. 

If there is not a 
church — extension 
need in the com- 
munity, a church 
may give a_per- 
centage of its 
budget to help 
meet this need 
elsewhere. Most annual conferences 
have church extension programs that 
a church can support; other gifts may 
be made for the denomination-wide 
program. 

Where a city or district board of 
missions is sponsoring new projects, 


Bishop Short 


a church may help. There are 200 such 
boards in the United States. 

Money is an important ingredient 
to church extension work, but more 
than money is needed. In becoming a 
mother church, a congregation must 
give time and leadership. Usually it 
will also give some of its members to 
become charter members of the new 
church. Many mother churches loan 
an assistant pastor or church-school 
workers. 

The outpost church school, set up 
by volunteer workers from the home 
church school, often provides the 
nucleus for a new church. 


Promotion Starts at Home 


As with all phases of the Emphasis 
on the Local Church, leaders of the 
local church are expected to develop 
plans. 

The plan looks to the consecrated 
leadership of each church to survey the 
expansion needs in its community and 
take steps to meet them. 

The plans outlined here have been 
developed by the Council of Bishops 
under the leadership of a committee 
of six, headed by Bishop Roy H. Short 
of Nashville, Tenn. 

Plans for the emphasis in 1958 were 
discussed by the Council of Bishops 
at Gatlinburg, Tenn., Nov. 12-13. 
Within the general framework, each 
bishop was asked to lead in the de- 
veloping of expansion plans relevant 
to the needs of his episcopal area. 

During the coming weeks, watch for 
the announcement of plans and sug- 
gestions for the 1958 Local Church 


Emphasis in your area. 





Local Church Evangelism 
To Be Stressed This Year 


Taking a cue from the current recogni- 
tion of the role of the local church, evan- 
gelism leaders are pinning the 1958 
program on work at that level. 

Focal point of plans will be a national 
convocation of perhaps 7,000 to be held 
next July 3-6 in Washington, D.C. It will 
be called a Convocation on Local Church 
Evangelism. 

Representation at the conference will 
be from the congregation—not the dis- 
trict or annual conference. Registration 
already is open. In fact, approximately 
100 men and women who had already 
registered were photographed at Minne- 
apolis in October. 


Part of the planning for the Washing- 
ton convocation was done in Minneapolis 
at the annual meeting of the Council of 
Evangelism. This is a broadly based body 
which supplements the work of the Board 
of Evangelism. The council is sponsor of 
a number of projects in evangelism, in- 
cluding the Washington convocation. 
It also sponsors the Week of Evangelism. 

The session in October was attended 
by about 500 ministers and laymen. 

For the convocation in Washington in 
July, registration fees will be $10 for a 
couple, $7.50 for one person and $2.50 
for a youth between 12 and 18. Informa- 
tion is available from the Rev. Joseph H. 
Edge, Methodist Board of Evangelism, 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


(See photo on page 21.) 
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Send one of your 


young people abroad — ws 


for a year. 
Welcome a foreign 

high schooler to 

your town. | 

Your church can do 
both through the... 






La Crosse Tribune 


International Christian Youth Exchange 


Are you interested in better world 
understanding and in world peace? 
Then you will be interested in the 
International Christian Youth Ex- 
change. 

ICYE is a program of exchanging 
teen-age young people between the 
United States and other nations of the 
world. By taking one year of high 
school in another country, young peo- 
ple gain a better understanding of 
other peoples and cultures. 

The International Christian Youth 
Exchange is an association of interested 
denominations which work together on 
this program. Members of the organiza- 
tion are the Church of the Brethren, 
Disciples of Christ, Evangelical 
and Reformed, Protestant Episcopal, 
American Baptist and The Methodist 
Church. The program is basically a 
denominational program, but the 
members work together through a 
board of directors on transportation, 
orientation, literature, and contacts 
with the federal government. 


ICYE brought to the United States, 
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by Joseph W. Bell 


for tne year 1957-58, 101 young people 
from Germany, Austria, France, Eng- 
land, Finland, Costa Rica, Uruguay 
and Brazil. ICYE is anxious to expand 
to other countries as rapidly as groups 
desire to have an exchange program. 

The other side of the program is the 
sending of a selected group of Prot- 
estant young people from America to 
other countries not just for the summer- 
time, but for a full year. Twenty-two 
American teen-agers are now in 
Europe. Fourteen of them are Method- 
ists. 

Of the young people in America, 
44 are sponsored by Methodist 
churches and are in Methodist homes. 
They become regular members of a 
host family, attend the church of the 
family, and go to the local high school. 
Likewise, each of the young people in 
Europe is living in a home as a mem- 
ber of a family, going to the family’s 
church and to the local school. 

In several cases the exchange is a 
home-to-home exchange. Wolfram Kit- 
tel from Austria is living in the Parsons 


home in Escalon, Calif., while Susan 
Parsons is living in Wolfram’s home in 
Austria. Writes Susan: “My family, 
school, and church are wonderful! . . . 
I receive much spiritual encouragement 
from the church services which I barely 
understand. Our Pfarrer (pastor) is a 
jewel and also teaches religion, which 
we have once a week at school. . . 
Each day I learn more language.” 

Joe and Helen Morris in Tulsa, 
Okla., whose daughter Mary is in 
Austria, write that she feels her experi- 
ences and opportunities are a privilege. 
Guenter Feisch] in their home “has 
been genuinely accepted by the young 
people of the MYF and of the high 
school. He has been elected vice-presi- 
dent of his homeroom. He brings home 
top grades.” 

Sylvia Boynton of Glen Ellyn, IIl., 
is in Birge Roese’s home in Germany 
while Birge is in her home in Illinois. 
Both fathers involved are doctors. 
Sylvia is going to a Protestant school 
known as Melanchthon-Schule and 
says, “My school life is just wonderful 
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simply because of the fellowship and 
spirit of the Schule as a group. .. . The 
language is becoming more understand- 
able to me every day.” She rides a 
bicycle a short distance each day from 
home to school. 

Birge Roese in Glenn Ellyn writes 
that she is taking five subjects in 
school: American history, sociology, 
shorthand, typing, French, plus choir. 

“I have quite a bit of homework but 
I like it,” she writes. “I also joined 
GAA, where we do some sports. Last 
Friday I saw my first American football 
game. I like it but I think it is very 
dangerous. When everybody in front of 
you, behind, over and under you starts 
shouting, you cannot even understand 
what you are shouting, so I think it 
does not matter what | shout as long as 
I shout for our team. I never saw so 
many boys lying over one ball and I 
always feel sorry for the ball and the 
boy on the bottom.” 


Here’s What to Do 

How does the program work? 

A church, or some group or combi- 
nation of groups within the congrega- 
tion, files a preliminary application to 
participate in the International Chris- 
tian Youth Exchange. The church is 
then responsible for finding a family 
that would like to have a young person 
from another country as a member of 
the family for a year. This family 
ought to be an active church family, 
interested in world affairs, and well 
recommended by others. 


If the church is interested in spon- 
soring a two-way exchange, the spon- 
soring group would discuss the matter 
with one or more young people who 
might like to apply to spend a year 
abroad. The young people should have 
qualities of high Christian character 
and be active in the life of the church, 
school and community. 

They should be in good health, rank 
in the upper fourth of their class 
scholastically, be interested in world 
affairs and in people of other nations 
and have conversational ability in the 
language to be used by sailing time. 
They need to be well recommended 
by others. The student should have 
completed the sophomore year of high 
school. A few graduates from high 
school in June, 1958, will be con- 
sidered since they can fit into the Eu- 
ropean school system for a year before 
attending an American university. 

The ICYE board of directors has set 
a minimum goal of 125 young people 
in the 1958-59 program, including 50 
two-way exchanges. This means that 
50 local churches may have the oppor- 
tunity for the two-way exchange and 
75 to receive a foreign guest. Fifty is 
the minimum quota for The Methodist 
Church, including 20 two-way ex- 
changes. 

To be host to a young person for a 
year, the sponsoring group would con- 
tribute $400 toward transportation 
costs, health and accident insurance, 
inland travel to the host family, and 
other expenses. The student's family 


or sponsoring group in his country is 
asked to contribute a similar amount. 

To send a young person abroad for a 
year will cost $775. This includes 
round-trip ocean transportation, inland 
travel over there, insurance, and a 
small amount for maintenance in the 
country abroad. It does not include 
cost of passport and travel to the point 
of assembly in the United States. 

This means that the cost of a two- 
way exchange is $1,175. The cost of 
either a one-way or a two-way ex- 
change sometimes is borne by the 
church official board. In other cases 
the cost is shared by the Methodist 
Youth Fellowship, Methodist Men, 
Woman's Society of Christian Service 
and other groups. When a two-way 
exchange is involved sometimes the 
family of the American youth con- 
tributes a share of the expense. In 
some cases a sub-district, district or an- 
nual conference has been the sponsor- 
ing group. 

Applications are now being received. 
Why not talk this matter over with the 
young people and adult leaders in your 
church and consider participation in 
ICYE next year? The youths will be- 
gin to leave in mid-summer but applica- 
tions must be approved by May 1. 

For information and application 
forms address the Rev. Joseph W. Bell, 
PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Mr. Bell is on the staff of the Youth De- 
partment of the Methodist Board of Educa- 
tion and chairman of the board of directors 
of the ICYE. 





Schedule Youth UN Seminar Feb. 23-28 


For several years a Methodist Youth 
Fellowship United Nations-Washington 
Seminar has been conducted for youths 
and a selected number of adult workers 
with youth. 

The 1958 seminar will be held Feb. 
23-28. The purposes of the meeting 
are to give youths an opportunity to see 
the United Nations and the United 
States government in operation, to pro- 
vide information on national and inter- 
national issues, and to suggest ways 
Methodist young people can deal effec- 
tively with these issues. 

The seminar begins in New York city 
on Sunday afternoon and terminates in 
Washington, D.C. In New York the 
group tours the United Nations, has 
briefings on the working of the UN, and 
time is given for presentations by staff 
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members of agencies such as the Commis- 
sion of the Churches on International 
Affairs and the Fellowship of Reconcila- 
tion. 

Last year the group was guest of the 
Board of Missions at a dinner at which 
time the board’s work was explained and 
missionary needs were presented. 

In Washington members of the semi- 
nar have individual and group confer- 
ences with senators and congressmen, 
have briefings at the Department of State, 
visit the Senate, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and one of the embassies. 

During the week members of the 
group have an opportunity to evaluate 
what they have seen and heard in the 
light of their responsibilities in the MYF. 

Eligible to attend the seminar are 
presidents of conference and district MYF 


councils, chairmen of Christian citizen- 
ship and Christian outreach of conference 
and district MYF groups, officers of the 
National MYF Commission, and youth 
members of the general and conference 
Boards of Education and the general 
Boards of Missions and World Peace. 

Adults eligible to attend are confer- 
ence directors of youth work, conference 
and district secretaries of youth work of 
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service, 
and conference and district advisors in 
Christian citizenship and Christian out- 
reach. 

Last year 69 youths, adults and staff 
members from 37 annual conferences and 
26 states and the District of Columbia 
participated in the seminar. 

Persons eligible to attend may write 
for application blanks from the Youth 
Department, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 
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Church Attendance - Everybody's Job 


Churches in Alton, Ill. 
are promoting church at- 
tendance through a 
united effort. Your com- 
munity can do the same. 


Church Attendance Evangelism of- 
fers one of the best opportunities for 
community co-operation in the field of 
inter-church programs. Here is a pro- 
gram attractive to all churches—the 
common desire to have people attend 
church. 

Differences between churches tend 
to make some community-wide efforts 
difficult, but here is one emphasis upon 
which all churches can agree: mem- 
bers should be in church on Sunday. 

Here is how Church Attendance 
Evangelism is being carried out in 
Alton, Ill., a town with a population 
of 32,000, this year. With adequate 
planning, promotion, and dedication 
on the part of church members, 
churches in your community can do 
the same. 

Alton provides an excellent example 
of co-operation in Church Attendance 
Evangelism. Here, under the direction 
of an active ministerial association, 
community programs of Visitation 
Evangelism were conducted in 1955 
and 1956. A National Christian Teach- 
ing Mission was sponsored in 1957. 

After the planning session for 
Church Attendance Evangelism was 
held last October, the Rev. Francis 
Henderson, pastor of the College Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church and chair- 
man of the association committee on 
evangelism, wrote: 

“Evangelism Through Church At- 
tendance, the January through Easter 
program of the Alton Ministerial As- 
sociation, already has enlisted a higher 
participation among Alton churches 
than any previous effort.” 
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Twenty-four churches answered the 
call to the first planning session, and 
others were expected to become a part 
of the program later. Churches rep- 
resented include Baptist, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Free Methodist, Full 
Gospel Tabernacle, Church of the 
Nazarene, Missouri Synod Lutheran, 
Congregational, and Evangelical and 
Reformed. 

The second step in planning the 
community-wide emphasis was an open 
meeting with officials of the churches, 
committees on evangelism, special com- 
mittees appointed to work on the pro- 
gram, and representatives of civic and 
community organizations. 

A full presentation was made of the 
materials, the suggested program, and 
ways of carrying the emphasis through- 
out the whole community. The Rev. 
Leslie Ross, director of Church At- 
tendance Evangelism of the General 








Board of Evangelism, was present to 
assist in the planning meeting. 

Community-wide committees were 
organized to create and arouse the in- 
terest of the general public in the pro- 
gram, with each committee beginning 
its work Jan. 1. Each participating 
church then made its own plans, lifting 
up elements of the program which are 
best suited for and most needed by its 
own congregation. 

The hope of the Alton Ministerial 
Association is that through this com- 
mon cause, and with the impact of so 
many churches working together, that 
an entirely new sense of loyalty can be 
created among the church members 
in the city. This loyalty, in turn, should 
create a new concern for those outside 
the church, and thus bring about an 
evangelistic outreach that will benefit 
the churches, making the community a 
better place in which to live. 


The Rev. Francis Anderson (left), chairman of the Alton Ministerial Association Com- 
mittee on Evangelism, shows a lawn sign to the Rev. Paul Brown (2nd from right), presi- 









dent of the association and pastor of Main Street Methodist Church. 






























PROGRAM 
PLANNING 
SECTION 


rOUR CHURCEIL 


Commission on Missions 


The entire Methodist Church is called 
upon to observe the Week of Dedication 
Feb. 16-23. This is an annual event in 
which the church is called to a renewed 
dedication. In connection with this ob- 
servance, a special, sacrificial offering is 
received for emergency needs all over the 
world. 

Your pastor has received materials 
about the Week of Dedication. The plan- 
ning for it is the particular responsibility 
of the commission on missions. 

For this reason, this should be an item 
on the agenda for the commission meet- 
ing. Go over the materials with vour 
pastor. Consider the special services, 
prayer groups, and other disciplines that 
will make this a period of renewed spir- 
itual vitality for your church. 

Plan for the offering to be an offer- 
ing, not merely a collection. Strive to 
make it a true reflection of the dedication 
of the people of your church. 


Finances 

In many sections of the country fourth 
quarterly conferences will begin next 
month. This is the time when the com- 
mission on stewardship and finance will 
be proposing a budget for the ensuing 
year. 

It is the responsibility of the commis- 
sion on stewardship and finance to con- 
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sult with the commission on missions 
on the benevolence items in the budget. 
Therefore, the commission on missions 
needs to begin to get its facts in hand: 

How much of the World Service ask- 
ing has the church accepted and to what 
extent is it meeting its obligation? What 
Advance Specials does the church have 
and how much is it contributing to them? 
What is the per capita giving of your 
church to all benevolence causes? To 
missions? Considering the resources of 
the people in your community, the cur- 
rent per capita rate of giving, and the 
total budget of your church, should your 
people increase their giving? 

The answers to these questions will 
help you to determine the kind of recom- 
mendation your commission will want to 
make to the commission on stewardship 
and finance. 


Visualizing Missions 

The 1957-58 catalog of visual aids of 
the Department of Visual Education of 
the Board of Missions has been dis- 
tributed to pastors and conference mis- 
sionary secretaries. Additional free copies 
are available, while they last, from the 
Department of Visual Education, Board 
of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 
11, N.Y. 

The catalog will help your commission 
find the following material on mission 
themes: motion pictures for rental, film- 


strips for rentah or sale, material on 
church-wide themes for 1957-58 (“Ja- 
pan,” “Christ, the Church and Race,” 
and “Lands of Witness and Decision”), 
missionary audio-visuals and non-pro- 
jected aids. 


Filmstrip Provides Intermission 

A new sound filmstrip in color, North 
of the Rio Grande, is now available. It 
provides an “intermission” for the purpose 
of discussing the story told in its first 
section. 

After the intermission, the needle is 
replaced on the disc and the narrator 
speaks again, this time to enumerate spe- 
cific projects through which The Meth- 
odist Church relates itself to the content 
of the story. 

The filmstrip dramatically portrays one 
of the world’s greatest mission fields, 
among the Spanish-speaking peoples of 
the southwestern United States. The 
story, told by the well-known radio per- 
sonality, Nelson Olmsted, reveals the 
problems and opportunities which face 
pastors north of the Rio Grande. 

Running time: 13 minutes. Rental, 
$2.50; purchase, $7.50. Obtainable from 
all film depositories of the Methodist 
Publishing House. 


Articles Stress City Work 
During January and February World 
Outlook will stress city work in connec- 
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tion with the Convocation on Urban Life 
in America which will be held in Wash- 
ington, D.C., Feb. 18-20. 

The February issue will feature an 
eight-page picture section on an inner- 
city project. In addition, there will be an 
article on “The Church and City Plan- 
ning” by the Rev. Robert A. McKibben, 
director of the Department of City Work 
of the Board of Missions. 

There also will be articles and picture 
stories on the fields of mission study— 
the “Lands of Decision,” “Japan,” and 
“Christ, the Church and Race”—as well 
as stories of general interest on the vari- 
ous areas of the missionary movement. 


Board of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y.; 1701 Arch St., Philadelphia 
3, Fai 


Commission on Education 


The agenda for the January meeting of 
the commission will be a full one if time 
is given to all matters needing attention. 
It will be important for each of the three 
division councils to consider ahead of 
time some of these matters which can 
then come to the commission as recom- 
mendations needing discussion and ap- 
proval or only as information. 

Other items might have been referred 
previously to the regular committees for 
consideration with the request that any 
recommendations be reported back. After 
all, the commission is the policy-making 
body and not the group which should 
plan and administer the details of the 
church-school program. 


Church-Wide Mission Study 


Have you planned for the church-wide 
mission study, when children, youth, and 
adults are thinking about and planning 
for others? This month is given to a study 
of Japan and the work of the Christian 
church in that country. 

If the boys and girls are using group 
graded materials, the primary unit is 
“The Story of Jesus in Japan” and the 
junior unit is “Christians at Work in 
Japan.” In addition to these, there is a 
unit for additional sessions in Child Guid- 
ance in Christian Living; two manuals for 
use in 10 additional sessions; reading 
books for the children to read or for the 
leader to use; and excellent pictures, in- 
cluding a filmstrip in color. 

Intermediates, seniors, and older youth 
will study Japan in their Sunday evening 
sessions. A free packet of supplementary 
material is available from the Youth 
Dept., PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 

While the children and youth are 
studying Japan, it would be well for the 
adults to study Cross and Crises in Japan 
by Charles Iglehart. ($2.50, cloth; $1.25 
paper bound, from the Methodist Pub- 


lishing House.) 
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A project to stimulate interest in Japan 
and extend the hands of the church is the 
World Friendship Book for the Four- 
teenth World Convention on Christian 
Education in Tokyo, Japan, Aug. 6-13. 
Pages for this book are carried in the 
January issue of Church School, Workers 
With Youth, and Adult Teacher. Signa- 
tures from your church will be bound 
with those from churches around the 
world. 


The Lenten Season and Easter 


Begin to formulate plans for the ap- 
propriate observance and activities that 
will provide a Christian interpretation of 
Lent and Easter. The home and church 
must work together at this point so that 
each member of the family will find 
richer meaning to the message of the 
season. 

This should be a time of personal en- 
richment for teachers and for evaluating 
teaching in terms of what is happening 
in the lives of pupils. Are they being 
won to church membership? Is your 
church school an effective evangelistic 
arm of the church? 

Church membership classes are an im- 
portant part of the evangelistic effort of 
the church school. These books, available 
from the Methodist Publishing House, 
can be used: 

Membership Manual of The Method- 
ist Church for Boys and Girls, 35¢; 
Membership Manual of The Methodist 
Church for Teenagers, 25¢; Membership 
Manual of The Methodist Church for 
Young People and Adults, 25¢; and Mem- 
bership Manual of The Methodist 
Church for Pastors, $1.50. 

Youth groups may plan for a Christian 
Witness Mission during this time. Here’s 
How to Have a Christian Witness Mis- 
sion in the Local Church (2416-C) may 
be secured for 10¢ each from the Service 
Department, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 


Brotherhood Week 


Feb. 9 is Race Relations Sunday and 
the beginning of Brotherhood Week. Be- 
gin this month to make plans not only 
for the week, but for study, worship, 
fellowship, and service in this great area 
of concern. 

Why not work with all age groups in 
a church-wide study of “Christ, the 
Church and Race?” Members of the 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service 
are already using this study, and addi- 
tional materials are available for each age 
group in the regular church-school cur- 
riculum. 

The Sunday Evening Fellowship will 
offer opportunity for many groups to 
tackle this. Look in February issues of 
Methodist periodicals for detailed sug- 
gestions. 
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Special Areas in Youth Work 


Youth workers on the commission on 
education will have many things to con- 
sider in their youth council and in their 
meeting of adult workers with youth be- 
fore the meeting of the commission. The 
commission should be informed of plans 
in such areas as: 

e MYF Reading Project. “The Burning 
Thirst” is the subject of the 1958 Read- 
ing Project. The book by that title was 
written by Lydel Sims, feature editor of 
the Memphis Commercial Appeal and is 
the story of the life of John Wesley. It is 
available from the Methodist Publishing 
House for 35¢ a copy; 10 or more, 30¢ 
each. 

e Youth Week, observed annually by 
the youth of 30 denominations is sched- 
uled for the week of Jan. 25 to Feb. 2. It 
is planned to help youth think through 
the basis of their faith and to strengthen 
the unity of Christian youth across the 
church. (See page 22 for details.) 

e Voluntary service, including caravans, 
work camps, and the International Chris- 
tian Youth Exchange should capture the 
imagination of any youth group. (See 
pages 9 and 10 for further information.) 


Church School Problems 


Beginning with the January issue, the 
Rev. J. Q. Schisler, former executive sec- 
retary of the Division of the Local 
Church of the Board of Education, will 
conduct a monthly column in the Church 
School. This will contain questions and 
answers about problems of the local 
church school. 

Adult Teacher will continue a feature 
begun in October called “Adult Leaders.” 
This is devoted to the needs and inter- 
ests of the adult council and other adult 
workers in the local church. 


General Board of Education, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. (Editorial Division, 
201 Eighth Ave. S., Nashville 3, Tenn.) 


Commission on Membership 
and Evangelism 


Every month should be a big and busy 
month for evangelism in the local church. 
While evangelism and reaching persons 
for Christ should embrace all seasons, 
January to Easter is a time of especial im- 
portance for the commission on member- 
ship and evangelism. 
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At the time of the January meeting, 
the January-to-Easter “Let God Have His 
Way” Church Attendance Program 
should be in full swing. The commission 
should check on it, emphasize it, reach 
the members who are not attending, and 
carefully check the attendance registra- 
tion cards to locate prospective members. 
Rightly used, this church attendance pro- 
eram can become a movement. 

Final plans and preparations should be 
made for the religious census during the 
last week of January or the first weeks 
of February, in line with the recommen- 
dations of the Council of Evangelism to 
locate an adequate number of prospec- 
tive members for visitation evangelism 
during the Nation-wide Week of Evan- 
gclism. This is very important. 


Planning Is Important 
There should be full recognition of and 
planning for the prayer vigils and the 
spiritual life retreats to be held during 
January and February, both on a district 


and a local church basis, as requested by 
the Council of Evangelism. Without spir- 
itual undergirding, the full blessing of 
God will not be available. 

Plans should be made for the greatest 
weck of ingathering your church has ever 
had—to have the greatest number of con- 
secrated lay visitation evangelists visiting 
the largest number of prospects with the 
passion to win them to Christ. 

This week should be Mar. 2-9, which 
has been designated as the Nation-wide 
Week of Evangelism by the Council of 
Evangelism. All materials and “tools” for 
this lay visitation evangelism should be 
ordered from Tidings at once. 

Inform Tidings as to the number of 
members that your church has and ask for 
the Visitation Evangelism Packet for that 
size church. The cost is approximately 
2%¢ per member. 

This commission should discuss with 
the pastor his plans for a pastor’s train- 
ing class in church membership and the 
Christian life for boys and girls and 
young people from now until Easter. The 
pastor can be encouraged and inspired in 
making this the best training class in con- 
tent and spiritual depth, and it may be 
possible that certain members of the com- 
mission can help him with the details and 
partial teaching of the class. 
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Plans for Reaching Persons 


The Methodist Church won more per- 
sons on profession of faith during the 
1957 conference year than ever before. If 
every commission on membership and 
evangelism takes its God-given task to 
heart in January and February, 1957 will 
be proven to have been but a prelude to 
1958. 

This is especially true since March 
1958 begins the year stressing greater ex- 
pansion in the Quadrennial Emphasis on 
the Local Church. Of special interest to 
this commission in this year of expansion 
are the plans for reaching persons. These 
plans call for the following: 

e New churches in suburban and new 
industrial areas. 

e Second churches in many towns. 

e Assistance to churches in deteriorating 
areas. 

e Missions in neglected areas. 

e Reopening abandoned churches. 

A brochure on the Quadrennial Em- 
phasis on the Local Church is available 
from the General Board of Evangelism. 
Use the order blank coupon for Method- 
ist materials on page 25 in this issue to 
obtain several copies for key persons in 
your church. 


Take a Religious Census 


Nothing will take the place of having 
plenty of prospective members for your 
church if your church would have a 
worthy ingathering for Christ during the 
Lenten season. Know who they are, 
where they are, and why they are pros- 
pects. 

In preparation for the Nation-wide 
Week of Evangelism, Mar. 2-9, the 
Council of Evangelism advocates every 
church taking an adequate religious cen- 
sus in its community before the end of 
January. 

Adequate tools are necessary for taking 
such a census. Tidings, the department of 
the Board of Evangelism which supplies 
materials for Christian evangelism, has 
Religious Census Packets of various sizes. 

Each packet contains booklets of in- 
struction and all necessary materials in 
quantities sufficient for communities of 
stated size. These materials should be 
ordered immediately for a religious cen- 
sus in late January or early February. 

Packet sizes are: Packet #1—500 
population, $2.50; #2—750 population, 
$3.75; #3—1,000 population, $5; 
#4—1,500 population, $7; #5— 
2,000 population, $9; #6—2,500 
population, $11; #7—3,000 population, 
$13; #8—4,000 population, $17; and 
Packet #9—5,000 population, $21. 

Order from Tidings, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 


General Board of Evangelism, 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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Commission on Christian 
Social Relations 


This optional commission (Discipline 
1276) deals with the fields of temper- 
ance, world peace, and social and eco- 
nomic relations. Leaders will find 
materials for this commission listed under 
headings for committees in these three 


fields. 


Committee on World Peace 


Peace action ought to be a two-way 
relationship involving church and com- 
munity. What other organizations seek to 
advance international good will and un- 
derstanding in your town or county? 
Which of these agencies, like your com- 
mittee, work from Christian aims and 
purposes? Which are overly colored by 
partisan viewpoints? Know their leaders. 
Discover what helpful resources they may 
offer. 

Much of your committee work will be 
with the congregation, heightening the 
social concern of the membership and 
leading the local church in significant 
peace action. 

But many public events and observ- 
ances ought to be community-wide. Your 
committee will be helping to plan, pro- 
mote and obtain neighborhood support. 
You will find yourself working with 
“outside” groups which you never realized 
were evidencing such citizenship con- 
cern. 

In planning you will borrow the wis- 
dom and counsel of various community 
leaders as resource persons for your own 
group. The public library, nearby college 
libraries, and other information centers, 
will greatly augment the peace library in 
your church. 


Three Basic Steps 

No matter how simple the project or 
the activity that is under way may be, 
your committee will never reduce it to 
less than three basic steps. None of these 
can supplant another. The steps are: 

e Study: get the facts. 
e Plan carefully. 
e Develop the action. 

Remember that ours is a study and ac- 
tion program; to attempt either phase 
alone will create a hopelessly lop-sided 
program. 

One important thing in church groups 
is the attention given to what is happen- 
ing to us as Christians while we engage 
in group endeavor. We do not go from 
project to project as each is completed. 
Our work is never merely a series of 
tasks. 

Instead, we go from project—to ap- 
praisal—to project—and then appraisal 
again. In these evaluation intervals we 
seek pointer readings on three important 
aspects. First, how may we do a similar 
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endeavor better next time? More impor- 
tant is the question, “What happened in 
our committee and group as a fellowship 
experience while the project was under 
way?” Most important of all is the ques- 
tion, “What is happening individually in 
us as a result of this?” Are our efforts 
bringing inward deepening of Christian 
concern and purpose? Are we better per- 
sons for our work on behalf of a better 
society? 


Two Resource Books 

Here is a book worth immediate read- 
ing. Too many diplomats are concerned 
that world affairs seem to flounder from 
crisis to crisis. Constructive steps for ac- 
cord and peaceful relations among the 
great powers are plainly charted in James 
P. Warburg’s Agenda for Action: Toward 
Peace Through Disengagement. (211 
pp-, $1.25. Academy Book, Monde 
Publishers, Inc., New York, N.Y.) 

Another booklet on fallout is Effects 
of Radiation and Fallout by James F. 
Crow. (28 pp. 25¢. Public Affairs Pam- 
phlets, 22 E. 38th St., New York 16, 
N.Y.) 


Board of World Peace, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Il. 


Committee on Hospitals 
and Homes 


Methodist hospitals and homes “take 
stock” the year around, but since January 
is, proverbially and traditionally, the time 
for taking inventory, it is a good idea to 
do just that in relationship to opportuni- 
ties, needs, services and expansion. 

Local churches might well consider the 
various opportunities for giving Christian 
ministry in the church’s health and wel- 
fare institutions. Everyone is affected by 
the increased demand for hospital serv- 
ices, but often the fact that increased 
services mean an increased work load is 
overlooked. 

To help meet this need, volunteers are 
giving hundreds of hours weekly. One 
hospital administrator has said, “Without 
volunteers, we could not do everything 
that needs to be done.” 


Work of Volunteers Is Varied 


Volunteers do many things. They serve 
as hostesses in the lobby, assist patients 
to their rooms, arrange and deliver 
flowers, sort and deliver mail, operate the 
institution’s gift shop, sew, roll bandages, 
assist in the pediatrics department, and 
perform many “extras” so necessary for 
making the patient’s stay comfortable. 

Here is an urgent opportunity for the 
local church to come to the assistance of 
the Methodist hospital in the community 
—or in any local hospital, for that matter. 
The minister, who is well aware of the 
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special needs of the sick, will have his 
own concern implemented through the 
work carried on by volunteers. 

Hospital administrators should be con- 
tacted in connection with any volunteer 
projects. Many institutions already have 
auxiliary and volunteer programs and will 
welcome help from church groups. Ad- 
ministrators or auxiliary presidents will be 
alert to special needs within the institu- 
tion, such as equipment for a chapel, 
television for the lounge, and other items 
which can be donated through interested 
groups. Church leaders will want to con- 
sider, with real interest, the volunteer 
programs of hospitals. 


Volunteer Services in Homes 

Volunteer and auxiliary services are 
not confined to the hospitals. Homes for 
children and homes for older persons 
need these services in their own special 
areas. 

In a conference-supported home, there 
are many opportunities for service. Work- 
ing through the administrator, church 
groups can offer assistance and give tangi- 
ble contributions for various worthwhile 
projects. Helping the children’s home 
administrator and social-work staff find 
foster homes for children is one way in 
which churches can help. Good Christian 
homes among the church constituency 
would be welcomed by the children’s 
home staff who know the necessity of 
placing certain types of children in 
foster care. 

Providing recreational activity and 
facilities for both children and older per- 
sons is another avenue of service. It might 
be something as simple as giving play- 
ground equipment, or furnishing a recre- 
ation room in a children’s home. 

It might be something equally worth- 
while in a home for older persons—help- 
ing to set up an occupational therapy 
department or hobby room. Personal 
services are also needed. 

Talented persons who are church mem- 
bers should be encouraged to give a few 
hours of service in these homes—working 
through the administrator to help make 
the work load of the home not only 
lighter but more effective. Every local 
church has someone who will give time 
and effort to Christian service in the 
church’s institutions. 


Enlisting the Help of Youth 


The young people of the church 
should be enlisted to aid in special proj- 
ects in hospitals and homes. Junior 
volunteers find an outlet for their energy 
which is both gratifying and productive. 
With the guidance of adults they perform 
many useful tasks in institutions, and 
they gain real joy in doing them. 

In addition to spending actual hours in 
hospitals and homes, the Methodist Youth 
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Fellowship group can be’ encouraged to 
prepare and present programs at regular 
intervals to the older persons. They might 
also be encouraged to take up special 
projects for the conference hospital or 
home. 

In one annual conference, the MYF 
groups donated prints of Sallman’s “Head 
of Christ” for every hospital room in the 
conference Methodist hospital. In another 
conference a similar group collected old 
socks and scrap material. These were 
donated to the ladies in one of the con- 
ference homes for older persons. The 
ladies made the material into sock dolls 
which they sold in their gift shop. 

In another conference the MYFers had 
as a project the sending of birthday cards 
to each child in the children’s home. 
These are all simple projects—and there 
are many others—which can be _in- 
augurated in the local church. 


Looking Ahead 


Feb. 11-13 the annual convention of 
the National Association of Methodist 
Hospitals and Homes will be held in Chi- 
cago. The theme will be, “Christianity in 
Action.” 

This convention brings leaders from all 
over the United States together to dis- 
cuss and learn how they can put more 
activity into their Christian action pro- 
grams in Methodist hospitals and homes. 

Every local church should take special 
note of this event. Administrators of 
Methodist hospitals and homes will be at- 
tending. They will have important ideas 
to bring back to their community. Presi- 
dents of women’s auxiliaries will be at- 
tending; likewise, presidents of boards of 
trustees of the institutions, institutional 
chaplains, chairmen of Golden Cross, and 
chairmen of conference Boards of Hos- 
pitals and Homes will attend. 

After they return, it would be bene- 
ficial if every church could have at least 
one of these persons present an informa- 
tional program about current hospital and 
home concern to the congregation. The 
over-all effectiveness of the conference 
program depends upon every church in 
the conference. 

Additional information and suggestions 
may be obtained by writing the board at 
the address below. 


Board of Hospitals and Homes, 740 Rush 
St., Chicago 11, IIl. 
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Good Literature Committee 


One of the duties of the good literature 
committee in the local church is to call 
attention to the publication of new books 
of worth in forming and building the 
Christian life. (1278.8, Discipline.) 

Here are some current publications of 
Abingdon Press which the local church 
committee may wish to bring to the at- 
tention of its members. 

Bishop Gerald Kennedy’s book, I Be- 
lieve, is the first in the “Know Your 
Faith” series. It is to be published Jan. 
6. This is one of seven Abingdon books 
scheduled for publication in January. It 
is designed to answer the average person’s 
questions about his beliefs and to 
strengthen his faith. 


Book of Meditations, Prayers 


Walter Russell Bowie has written a 
book containing 31 meditations and 





prayers entitled, Christ Be with Me, with 
Jesus as the unifying theme. 

Letters to the Seven Churches by 
William Barclay is an authoritative study 
of the letters to the “seven churches that 
are in Asia” as mentioned in the second 
and third chapters of Revelation. 

Melanchthon: The Quiet Reformer is 
a biography of one of the chief figures of 
the Reformation. Written by Clyde Man- 
schreck, the book will be of interest to 
theologians, church historians, ministers, 
and students and laymen who like church 
history. 


A Look at the Isms 

A comprehensive survey of movements 
and sects challenging main-line Protes- 
tantism today has been written by the 
faculty of Louisville Presbyterian Semi- 
nary with Arnold B. Rhodes as editor. 
The Church Faces the Isms brings min- 
isters and laymen in the local church face 


to face with these movements and pro- 
vides practical help in dealing with them. 

The Death of Christ by John Knox is 
a profound and deeply moving study of 
the significance of the death of Christ. 


Publish The Sanctuary 


The 1958 edition of The Sanctuary 
will appear in January. Written by the 
Rev. Charles M. Crowe yearly since 
1949, the booklet contains meditations 
for daily Lenten reading, beginning with 
Ash Wednesday and concluding with 
Easter. 

Each reading begins with a Scripture 
text, followed by the meditation and a 
short prayer. 

Dr. Crowe is pastor of Wilmette Parish 
Methodist Church in Wilmette, IIl. 


The Methodist Publishing House, 201 
Eighth Ave. S., Nashville 3, Tenn. (Place 
orders with the branch serving your terri- 
tory.) 





How Virginians Use the Golden Cross Fund 
by Raymond Cardwell 


The Golden Cross program has estab- 
lished itself as the answer to the prob- 
lems of hospitalization down Virginia 
way. The accuracy of this statement can 
be easily attested by reading the annual 
reports of the conference director, the 
Rev. C. C. Bell, over the past several 
years. 

Because the large population centers 
within the bounds of the Virginia Con- 
ference are widely scattered, what with 
Arlington, Roanoke, and Norfolk in the 
three different corners, it seemed im- 
practical to try to build one Methodist 
hospital to Serve all the people of the 
conference; and to try to build three or 
four as needed was out of the question. 

So the Golden Cross fund was estab- 
lished, with the taking of the first 
annual conference-wide offering for the 
purpose on the first annual Golden Cross 
Sunday. Contracts were made immediate- 
ly with hospitals in the larger centers of 
population, and things got under way. 

And what a program it has turned 
out to be! Established primarily to provide 
hospitalization for those who need but 
cannot afford the same, it has made pos- 
sible up to thirty days in a good hospital 
for an average of more than one hundred 
persons a year. But it did more than that. 

Two medical clinics in rural areas by- 
passed by physicians choosing a field 
wherein to practice have been built, 
staffed, and opened, because Golden 
Cross sponsored them and made initial 
grants of several thousands of dollars. 
The first one was established at Monterey, 
Va., being dedicated on June 7, 1955. 
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With Mission Monterey accomplished, 
Golden Cross immediately set to work to 
get a similar clinic for Tangier Island, a 
place near the middle of Chesapeake Bay 
and off the beaten path. An initial gift of 
$6,000 from Golden Cross gave con- 
creteness to the idea, and the Tangier 
story began to shape up—a story so un- 
usual and so interesting that Life maga- 
zine pictured and wrote it in one of the 
regular issues. Not only did Golden Cross 
make it possible for Tangier Island to have 
a clinic; it was instrumental in providing 
a medical doctor for this community that 
had lost its only physician. And more. 

Golden Cross has established a medical 
scholarship of $1,000 a year at the Medi- 
cal College of Virginia for a student who 
agrees to practice medicine in a rural 
area for at least four years after comple- 
tion of his internship. The first graduate 
on a Golden Cross scholarship has this 
year set up for practice in the Berryville 
area. Since Virginia is primarily a rural 
state, this phase of the Golden Cross 
program is expected to produce notable 
results in the years to come. But that 
still is not all. 

The latest extra service taken on by 
Golden Cross is as satisfying and heart- 
warming as any, that of providing annual- 
ly a paid-up Blue Cross hospitalization 
policy for each retired minister and his 
wife, at no cost to any other conference 
fund. 

And this still is only the first chapter 
of the story. There are dreams-become- 
ideas of establishing a much needed nurs- 
ing home, along with hopes of sponsor- 


ing more rural medical clinics and of 
establishing more general practitioners in 
the rural areas. 

Yes, Golden Cross has established it- 
self as the answer to the problems of 
hospitalization down Virginia way. 


Sibley Hospital to Move 


Sibley Memorial Hospital, a Methodist 
institution, has received Congressional 
permission to relocate on a 12-acre tract 
of government land in Washington, D.C. 

The new Sibley $8,500,000 medical 
center will include a seven-story, 350-bed 
hospital, dental clinic, laboratory and a 
nurses training school. The school will 
be affliated with American University. 

A federal grant will cover half of the 
cost on a matching basis. At present the 
hospital is waging a campaign to raise the 
$1,500,000 still needed. 


To Select Student Nurse 


For the second year the presentation of 
Miss Methodist Student Nurse will be a 
highlight of the annual convention of 
the National Association of Methodist 
Hospitals and Homes, Feb. 11-13. 

The convention will be held at the 
Morrison Hotel in Chicago. Those ex- 
pected to attend include chairmen of 
Conference Boards of Hospitals and 
Homes, superintendents of hospitals and 
homes, presidents of auxiliaries, Golden 
Cross chairmen and members of the Board 
of Hospitals and Homes. 

Miss Methodist Student Nurse is 
selected from candidates from the 53 
Methodist Schools of Nursing throughout 
the United States. Each school selects one 
girl to compete in the national contest. 
Deadline for entries is Jan. 8. 
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Our church has openings for 


FOR MISSION SI 


662 new missionaries in almost every kind of job. 


The Board of Missions has listed 
662 openings for 1958 in Methodist 
mission fields in the United States, 
Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto Rico and about 
40 countries overseas. 

The 662 figure includes all of the 
openings listed for personnel. However, 
the board, through its Office of Mis- 
sionary Personnel (150 Fifth Ave., 
New York 11, N.Y.), is seeking to 
recruit a minimum of 350 persons for 
missionary service this year. 

The total openings include 547 va- 
cancies in overseas fields and 115 in 
home fields. The 350 minimum figure 
includes 235 overseas needs and the 
same 115 needs at home—the latter be- 
ing the single figure given by home 
missions authorities. 

In explaining the “total openings” 
figure overseas contrasted with the 
“minimum” figure, board executives 
said: 

“Each of the openings specified in 
the 547 figure overseas represents a 
real need. If a person volunteered for 
any of the jobs, and met qualifications, 
he could be placed. But experience has 
shown that such a high figure in the 
overseas fields tends to be unrealistic 
in the light of recruitment patterns. 
The revised total of 235 is considered 
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At least 350 are urgently needed. 


more realistic and represents the mini- 
mum needs overseas for 1958. Thus 
this is the initial goal toward which the 
board is aiming in overseas missionary 
recruitment.” 

The openings are for service under 
all three of the board’s administrative 
divisions, the Division of National 
Missions, Division of World Mission 
and the Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service. They include needs for 
both regular career missionaries and 
for 100 special-term missionaries (for 
three-year terms overseas or two-year 
terms in home areas). 

The qualifications for missionary 
service at home and overseas are the 
same. They can be listed as follows: 

Christian Experience—The _ basic 
essential is a firsthand experience of 
what Christianity is and does, a realiza- 
tion of the need of all men for Jesus 
Christ and a desire to share one’s 
Christian faith and experience in all 
areas of life. 

Age—For regular missionaries, 23- 
35; for special-term missionaries, 21- 
28. 

Health—Good physical and mental 
health is necessary since the work is 
dificult and exacting. A thorough 
physical examination under the direc- 





tion of the medical secretary of the 
board is required. A psychological ex- 
amination is also given. 

Education—College graduation is 
required of all missionaries. For such 
specialized work as college and theo- 
logical school teaching or medicines, 
graduate or professional degrees are 
required. 

Experience—At least one year of 
successful experience is required in 
work similar to that to which one will 
be assigned. This is not required for 
special-term service. 

Church Membership—It is the 
policy of the board to appoint as mis- 
sionaries persons who are members 
of The Methodist Church. Some ex- 
ceptions are made, especially in the 
case of special termers. 

Quality of Work—There must be 
a better than average record in scholar- 
ship and practical achievement. The 
missionary should be characterized by 
intellectual alertness, the ability to get 
things done and the ability to work 
with all types of persons. 

Persons interested in any phase of 
missionary service are asked to write: 
Office of Missionary Personnel, Board 
of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 
11, N.Y. 
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MISSIONARIES NEEDED IN 1958 


Openings are listed by occupation 


and country. Save this list and use it 


in counseling, speaking and writing. 


The needs in the home mission field are 
for home missionaries to serve under the 
Division of National Missions and for dea- 
conesses and home missionaries (men) to 
serve under the Department of Work in 
Home Fields of the Woman's Division of 
Christian Service. 


DIVISION 
OF NATIONAL MISSIONS 


15 pastors for Methodist churches in 
Alaska and Hawaii. 


WOMAN’S DIVISION (HOME) 


50 deaconesses and home missionaries for 
hospitals, children’s homes, community 
centers, town and country work, wom- 
en's residence halls, mission schools 
(elementary, secondary, college) in the 
United States, Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto 
Rico. Vocational openings include teach- 
ers of almost all subjects from kinder- 
garten through college, case and group 
social workers, hospital and home ad- 
ministrators, directors of Christian edu- 
cation, rural workers, community center 
directors, house-parents, specialists in 
recreational leadership and arts and 
crafts, dietitians, nurses and medical 
technicians. 

50 special-term home missionaries (U.S.- 
2's). Detailed needs in this category will 
be outlined in a later issue of The 
Methodist Story. 


A detailed listing of openings for regu- 
lar missionaries overseas is given below, 
covering both the Division of World Mis- 
sions and the Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service (Department of Work in 
Foreign Fields). In addition, there is need 
for 50 special-term missionaries overseas 
(3’s), which will be dealt with in a later 
issue of The Methodist Story. 
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The overseas openings include the fol- 
lowing vocational totals: Church and social 
work—-148; agricultural and home eco- 
nomics—8; business and secretarial—10; 
medical—64, including 20 doctors, 32 
nurses, 2 dentists and 10 other medical 
workers; educational work—267, includ- 
ing 27 in education administration, 23 in 
theological school teaching, 46 in college 
teaching, 11 in teacher training, 7 in spe- 
cialties (literacy-litrature, audio-visual, 
etc.), 6 in adult education, 102 in sec- 
ondary education and 45 in elementary 
education. 

The detailed list of overseas openings 
follows: In the listing, ‘‘m’’ means man, 
*‘c’’ means couple and ‘‘w’’ means woman. 


CHURCH AND SOCIAL WORK 


Africa 


couple for religious work and adult edu- 
cation among miners. Union of South 
Africa. 

couples for social and religious work in 
urban centers. North Africa. 

couple for pastoral work and pioneer 
evangelism. North Africa. 

couple, pastor for bi-racial church in 
capital city. Angola 

pastor (m-c) for strategic First Meth- 
odist Church in Monrovia, Liberia. 
couples of social and religious work in 
urban mining section. Belgian Congo. 
couple for pioneer evangelistic work. Bel- 
gian Congo. 

couple for urban religious and social 
work in community center. Southern 
Rhodesia. 

rural community workers (w) in social 
evangelistic work. Algeria. 

social group workers (w) in social cen- 
ters and villages. Angola, Belgian Congo, 
North Africa. 


Europe 
single men or one couple for work in 
Austria. 
couple for fraternal work with The Meth- 
odist Church in Belgium. 


India and Pakistan 
pastors (m-c) for English-speaking 
churches. Pakistan. 
district evangelistic workers (w) quali- 
fied to supervise village mission schools. 
India and Pakistan. 
couple, minister, to develop life of rural 
churches. Pakistan. 


Japan and Korea 
rural church workers (w) with Christian 
education and rural sociology. Japan and 
Korea. 


6 social group workers (w) in community 


centers. Japan and Korea. 


1 couple for labor-industrial and social rela- 


2 


tions. Japan. 
couples for short-term work among 
American servicemen. Japan. 


6 district evangelistic workers (w) for work 


in rural churches and training confer- 
ences. Korea. 

Youth and student worker (w) in gov- 
ernment and private schools. Korea. 
home and family counselor (w) to work 
on interdenominational basis in confer- 
ences and institutes with students and 
adults. Korea. 

couples for rural church work. Korea. 
couple for social work in urban center. 
Korea. 

minister (m-c) skilled in labor relations. 
Korea. 


Latin America 


social-evangelistic worker (w) with the 
Araucanian Indians of Chile. 

director ‘w) of student hostel at uni- 
versity. Chile. 

director-counselors (w) in student dor- 
mitories. Brazil, Peru, Uruguay. 

couple for church work with special in- 
terest in social work. Argentina. 
couples for pastoral services in urban 
and rural areas. Bolivia. 

couples for church work; one in a new 
church in an industrial community, one 
in a small town, one in a rural area. 
Brazil. 

couple for pastoral work. Costa Rica. 
couple for pastoral work and develop- 
ment of churches. Cuba. 

couple for youth work in connection with 
social center, church and camp. Mexico. 
couple for pastoral work. Panama. 
couple for pastoral services. Peru. 
couple for pastoral work in a small town 
in the interior. Uruguay. 


Southeast Asia 


rural district workers (w) to work with 
church in evangelistic-educational pro- 
gram. Philippine Islands. 

social group workers (w) to work in 
community and church centers. Hong 
Kong (1), Taiwan (2), Philippines (2), 
Malaya (1), Burma (1). 

student and youth workers (w) in 
church schools. Philippines (1), Taiwan 
(2), Hong Kong (1), Indonesia (2), 
Malaya (1), Burma (1), Sarawak (1). 
couple for general evangelistic work. 
Burma. 

couple for rural evangelism. Burma. 
couple or single man for youth work. 
Burma. 
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couple for work with Chinese churches 
in Sarawak. 

couple for pastoral work among the Dyak 
people. Sarawak. 

couples for general evangelism, pastors 
of interracial churches or serving in 
Chinese conference. Malaya. 

couple for evangelistic work among 
Chinese. Sumatra. 

couple for Batak church work. Sumatra. 
couple for general evangelistic work. 
Taiwan. 


AGRICULTURAL 
AND HOME ECONOMICS 
EXTENSION WORK 
Chile 


rural evangelistic (w) and home eco- 
nomics extension workers. 

couple for general administration and to 
develop extension program at experi- 
mental farm. 


Belgian Congo 
agriculturalist (m-c) for rural school and 
extension teaching. 


Japan 
rural evangelistic (w) and home econom- 
ics extension worker. 


Korea 


agriculturalist (m-c) for rural develop- 
ment and extension teaching. 


Pakistan 


rural vocational education specialist 
(m-c). 


BUSINESS 
AND SECRETARIAL WORK 


Africa 
secretaries (w) for schools in Southern 
Rhodesia. 
secretary (w) for bookstore and litera- 
ture distribution. Belgian Congo. 
(m-c) trained in business administra- 
tion to serve as treasurer. Belgian Congo. 


East Asia 
field secretary-treasurer (w). Korea. 
hostesses and secretaries (w) in central 
mission house in Japan and Korea. 
stenographic and clerical worker (m-c- 
w). Korea. 


Mexico 
couple to serve in the area of conference 
and local church administration, lay ac- 
tivities and lay evangelism, with some 
responsibility for work camp activities. A 
layman is preferred. 


DOCTORS 


Africa 
doctors (w) for hospitals in Liberia, Bel- 
gian Congo, Mozambique. 
doctor (m-c) for general hospital and 
medical extension work. Belgian Congo. 
doctor (m-c) for general practice and 
surgery in large new hospital. Southern 
Rhodesia. 
doctor (m-c) for surgery in general hos- 
pital. Angola. 


India 


doctors (w) with specialties such as: 
gynecology, anesthesiology, general prac- 
tice. 


JANUARY 1958 


public health doctor (w). 
surgeons (m-c) for general hospitals. 


Pakistan 
specialist in internal medicine (m-c). 


Korea 
specialist (m-c) in gynecology, ophthal- 
mology, pathology, radiology or an- 
esthesiology. 
doctor for general practice and surgery 
(m-c). 


Southeast Asia 
public health doctor (w) for mobile 
clinic. The Philippines. 
doctor (w) for general practice in rural 
hospital in Sarawak. 
doctor (m-c) for new hospital at Kapit. 
Sarawak. 


Latin America 


doctor-anesthetist (w) for hospital. 
Mexico. 


NURSES 


Africa 
public health nurses. (w) 
Congo, Southern Rhodesia. 
nurses (w) to supervise and teach stu- 
dent nurses. Angola, Congo, Southern 
Rhodesia. 


Angola, 


India 


public health nurses (w) for India. 
nurses (w) to supervise and to teach 
student nurses. India. 


Japan and Korea 


public health nurses in community cen- 
ter or mobile clinic. Korea. 

nurses (w) for hospitals and nurse train- 
ing schools. Korea. 


Pakistan 
school nurse (w), also to give dor- 
mitory supervision. 
Okinawa 
nurse or public health worker (w) for 
mobile unit. 
Latin America 


public health nurses (w) in Cuba and 
with the Araucanian Indians of Chile. 
nurses (w) for hospital and schools of 
nursing in Mexico and Bolivia. 
Southeast Asia 
nurses (w) for hospitals in Philippines 
and Sarawak. 
nurse (w) for supervision and teaching 
in nurse training school. Philippines. 
public health nurses (w) for mobile 
clinics. Philippines. 


DENTISTS 


Korea 
dentist (m-c). 


Pakistan 
dentist (m-c). 


OTHER MEDICAL WORK 


Africa 
laboratory technician with X-ray train- 
ing for hospital (w). Belgian Congo. 
India and Pakistan 
laboratory technician (w) for India. 


laboratory technician (w) for Pakistan 
dietitian (w) for Pakistan. 
pharmacist (w) for Pakistan. 


Korea 
laboratory technician (w) in a hospital. 
Korea. 
physicial therapist (w). Korea. 


Latin America 
dietitian (w) for girls’ hostel. Mexico 
dietitian (w) for hospital. Mexico. 
laboratory technician (w) for hospital. 
Mexico. 


EDUCATIONAL 
ADMINISTRATION 


Africa 


couples to be in charge of central pri- 
mary schools or to have supervisory re- 
sponsibility for district rural schools. 
Southern Rhodesia. 

couple for primary education on a rural 
station. Belgian Congo. 

couples for supervision of elementary 
schools in rapidly growing cities. Belgian 
Congo. 

couple for supervision of elementary 
school. Liberia. 

(m-c) to assist in enlarging central pri- 
mary school. Mozambique. 


India and Pakistan 


district church workers and supervisors 
(w) of village schools. 


Southeast Asia 
elementary teachers (w) with ability to 
organize schools for Ibans. Sarawak. 
residence hall directors (w) with teach- 
ing experience. Sarawak, Malaya, Burma. 


THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS 


Japan 
couple for Tokyo Union Theological 
Seminary. 
elementary music teacher (w). 


Southern Rhodesia 


couple trained in theology and Christian 
education. 


Mozambique 


couple for teaching in Bible school or 
interdenominational theological school. 


Pakistan 
teacher (m-c) of theological subjects. 


Korea 
teacher (w) of Christian education. 
teacher (w) of Bible and theological 
subjects. 


Southeast Asia 
couple for Union Theological Seminary. 
Philippines. 
couple for theological school. Singapore. 
couple for theological school teaching. 
Burma. 
teacher of music and/or English and 
Christian education (w). Sumatra. 
teacher of Christian education (w) for 
Chinese Bible School. Sumatra. 
teacher (w) of practical theology and 
Christian education. Singapore. 


Argentina 
couple for Union Theological Seminary. 
teacher (w) in Christian education to 
participate in training and counseling 
program. 


19 





Cuba 
teacher (w) of church music, theory, 
choirs, piano (private). 


COLLEGE 


librarian (w) for Candler University. 
Cuba. 
couple to train teachers in Candler Uni- 


versity. Cuba. 


India and Pakistan 
Islamics specialist (m-c) with scholarly 
bent. Pakistan. 
teacher (m-c) 
India. 
English teachers (w) with ability in 
library science and/or physical educa- 
tion. India. 
home economics teachers (w) with 
special interest in clothing and textiles 
and/or arts and crafts. India. 
research specialist (w) in child develop- 
ment and pre-school education. India. 
professor (w) of secondary education. 
Pakistan. 
professor (w) of English literature. 
Pakistan. M.A. degree in English litera- 
ture. 
librarian (w) 


of physical education. 


for Pakistan. 


Japan 
specialist (w) for kindergarten training 
department. 
teachers (w) of English language and/ 
or literature. 
home economics teachers (w). 
couple for English teaching and evan- 
gelistic work in high school or college. 


Korea 

specialist (w) for kindergarten training 
department. 

teachers (w) of English language and/ 
or literature. 

home economics teacher (w). 

couple for English teaching and evan- 
gelistic work in high school or college. 


Latin America 
teacher (w) of psychology and religion. 
Uruguay. 


Southeast Asia 


teachers (w) of English and/or other 
subjects. Hong Kong, Taiwan, Manila, 
Philippines. 

science teacher (m-c) able also to do 
religious work with students. Hong Kong. 
couple for Buddhist Center, a new proj- 
ect for research in Buddhism and the 
Christian approach to Buddhists. Burma. 
couple for Christian college to teach and 
possibly to help in administration. 
Philippines. 


TEACHER TRAINING 
SCHOOLS 


Africa 


teachers (w) for teaching and super- 
vision of primary school student teaching 
program. Angola, Congo, Southern 
Rhodesia. 


Southeast Asia 


teachers (w) to teach and supervise 
student teachers in nursery and kinder- 
garten. Burma, Malaya, Taiwan, and 
Hong Kong. 
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Japan and Korea 


2 specialists (w) for kindergarten training 


5 librarians (w) for 


] 


departments. Japan and Korea. 


EDUCATIONAL WORK: 
LIBRARIAN, 
LITERACY, AUDIO-VISUAL 


schools in Cuba, 
Brazil, Malaya, Pakistan, Japan. 
specialist in audio-visual work (w) for 
Philippines. 

literacy specialist (w) for literacy work 
and production of simple literature. 
Sarawak. 


ADULT EDUCATION 


Union of South Africa 


couple for religious work and adult edu- 
cation among miners. 


Bolivia 


couple to do educational work, conduct 
training school for Indians. 


Costa Rica 
couple for teaching in a training school 
for Christian workers. 


SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


Africa 
supervisors of girls’ homes or school 
domitories (w). Congo, Angola, Liberia, 
Southern Rhodesia, Tunisia, Algeria. 
home economics teachers (w) for school 
in Congo, Angola, Liberia, Southern 
Rhodesia. 
secondary _ teachers. 
Rhodesia, Liberia. 
couple for high school science teaching 
and religious work with youth. Southern 
Rhodesia. 
couples to work in teacher training 
schools. Southern Rhodesia. 
teacher of mathematics and 
(m-c) for new union high 
Belgian Congo. 


(w). Southern 


science 
school. 


Pakistan 


secondary teachers (w). Pakistan. 


Japan and Korea 
English teachers (w). Japan. 
music teachers with youth and choir 
work in church (w). Japan. 
teachers of home economics (w). Japan. 
teachers of home economics (w). Korea. 
English teachers (w). Korea. 
music teachers (w). Korea. 
librarian (w) for schools in East Asia. 


Latin America 


teacher of commercial subjects (w) and 
for religious work with youth. Peru. 
home economics teachers (w) in high 
schools and for religious work with 
youth. Brazil. 

English teachers (w) with religious work 
with youth. Peru, Uruguay, Argentina 
(2). 

librarians (w) for schools in Brazil. 
couple for high school teaching. 
Argentina. 

couples for secondary school teaching 
and administration. Bolivia. (priority), 
Brazil and Peru. 

couple for educational work. Costa Rica. 


Southeast Asia 
librarian (w) in school with religious 
work with youth. Malaya. 
directors of Christian education (w) 
in school and church. Malaya, Burma, 
Sarawak, Sumatra. 
teachers of home economics (w) with 
responsibility as residence hall directors. 
Sarawak, Malaya, Burma. 
teachers of music (w) with youth and 
choir work opportunities. Burma. 
teachers of commercial subjects (w) in 
high schools of Burma and Malaya. 
English teachers (w) with opportunities 
in music, recreation, and religious work 
with youth. Taiwan, Malaya, Burma, 
Sarawak. 
couples for teaching religion or science. 
Malaya. 
couple for secondary education. Sumatra. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 


Africa 


teacher of primary grades (w) with 
Christian education and teaching experi- 
ence. Mozambique. 


India and Pakistan 


supervisors (w) of village primary and 
elementary schools and rural church 
work. India. 

supervisors (w) of village primary and 
elementary schools and local church 
work. Pakistan. 

kindergarten teacher (w) with experi- 
ence. India. 


Japan and Korea 


10 English teachers with elementary teach- 


ing credentials. Japan. 
piano teacher (w). Japan. 
English teachers (w). Korea. 


South America 


teachers (w) of primary grades with 
teaching experience. Uruguay. 
English teachers (w). Peru, 
Argentina. 


Southeast Asia 


nursery and kindergarten teachers (w). 
Taiwan and Burma. 

primary school teacher (w). Hong Kong. 
teachers (w) with experience and ability 
to organize rural primary-elementary 
schools for Ibans. 
elementary teachers (w). 
Sarawak. 


and 


Burma and 


SCHOOLS FOR MISSIONARY 
AND OTHER 

ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
CHILDREN 


India 
high school teachers (m-c-w). 
elementary teacher (m-c-w). 
Pakistan 
elementary teacher (m-c-w). 
teacher (m-c) for physical education. 
Japan 


single man or woman for high school 
teaching. 
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Summer Service Projects 
Offer Varied Experiences 


Voluntary service is a big business in 
the youth and student program of The 
Methodist Church. It is concentrated in 
the summertime, with several hundred 
teen-agers, older youths, and college stu- 
dents giving their time and talent to 
Methodist Youth Caravans, work camps, 
and other special service projects. And 
they pay for the privilege! 

In addition to national projects, many 
local churches, districts, annual confer- 
ences, and state student movements spon- 
sor service projects of their own during 
the year, especially during the summer- 
time. 

This year is the 20th year for Method- 
ist Youth Caravans. A caravan is com- 
posed of four college-age young people 
and an adult counselor. This team, after 
two weeks’ training provided by the Gen- 
eral Board of Education, spends a week in 
each of six churches in an annual con- 
ference, working with the young people 
and adult workers with youth. Their 
purpose is to lift the level of the youth 
program in the local church. 

Thirty teams, plus a special drama 
team, were in the field during the sum- 
mer of 1957. Young people with two 
years of college work who are _inter- 
ested in applying should write to the 
Rev. Jameson Jones, General Board of 
Fducation, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 

Adults who are interested in serving as 
caravan counselors should get in touch 
with the executive secretary of their con- 
ference boards of education or write to 
the Rev. Joseph W. Bell, General Board 
of Education, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 

Churches desiring to have a visiting 
team should get in touch with the ex- 
ecutive secretary of their conference board 
of education to see if the conference is 
requesting a team. Requests for teams 
ought to be mailed to Mr. Bell by Jan. 15. 

There will be at least seven work 
camps this year under the auspices of the 
Methodist Student Movement for college 
students, with 10 or more work camps 
for college students sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches in this coun- 
try and other nations. 

Inquiries about work camps for college 
students should be directed to the Rev. 
Claude Singleton, Board of Missions, 150 
Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. or the 
Rev. Harvey C. Brown, General Board 
of Education, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 
Tenn. 

Work camps are centered in a project 
of physical labor in some situation of so- 
cial significance, coupled with study of 
the problems involved and of the rela- 
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The evangelism convocation doesn’t come until July but already in October these folks 
were set to go. About 100 had registered by end of Minneapolis meet. 


tionship of the Christian faith and Chris- 
tian church. 

Two or three national Methodist MYF 
work camps will be held under the aus- 
pices of the Youth Department of the 
General Board of Education in co-opera- 
tion with departments and divisions of the 
Board of Missions. These will be for 
young people who have finished the 
sophomore year of high school with June 
1958 graduates to be eligible. 

Consideration is being given to having 
one work camp for graduating high 
school seniors, older youth and _ those 
who have finished one year of college, 
provided they are active in the Methodist 
Youth Fellowship. 

Information and application forms for 
the MYF work camps should be sent to 
Mr. Bell at the Nashville address. 


Publish Vocations Aids 


Several publications of the National 
Council of Churches may be helpful to 
the local church committee on Christian 
vocations. These materials are: 

A Listing of Church Vocations, 10¢ 
each; 100 for $7.50. Explains 48 differ- 
ent church vocations with description of 
work, number of openings, compensation, 
and training required. 

Possibly the Ministry, 5¢ each; 100 for 
$3.75. Deals with the need for ministers, 
kinds of persons needed, rewards of the 
work, and how to consider entering the 
ministry. 

Women’s Church Vocations, 5¢ each; 
100 for $2.75. Describes 11 different 
church jobs usually filled by women. 
Tells number needed, placement proce- 
dures, and training required. 

Out of Uniform—Into What, 5¢ each; 
100 for $3.75. Urges armed services per- 
sonnel to consider church work. 

Be a Rural Pastor, 5¢ each; 100 for 
$3.75. Tells why rural people need the 
church, and vice versa. Lists advantages 
of rural ministry and the duties of the 
rural pastor. 

Enlistment Manual for Church Voca- 


tions, 75¢ each. Designed primarily as a 
guide for the local church pastor and the 
student pastor. Also useful in public 
schools as a Protestant vocational and re- 
cruiting philosophy. Contains sugges- 
tions for group meetings and private 
interviews. Pockets carry sample recruit- 
ing materials. 

Order from the Office of Publication 
and Distribution, National Council of 
Churches, 120 E. 23rd St., New York 
10, N.Y. 


Filipinos Serve Abroad 
The Methodist Church in the Philip- 


pines has sent five missionaries overseas 
during the past three years. The fifth per- 
son was commissioned recently by Bishop 
Jose L. Valencia. 

Newest of the Filipino foreign mission- 
aries is Dr. Raymundo Rivera, a 27-year- 
old physician. Like other Filipino mission- 
aries overseas, Dr. Rivera will be 
supported by the missionary giving of 
Philippine Methodists, not by mission 
funds from the United States. 

Dr. Rivera will work in Malaya among 
Chinese who have been resettled in new 
villages after being removed from jungle 
fringe areas to escape guerrilla raids. 

In South America a similar trend is 
evident. Methodists there are supporting 
five foreign missionaries. 


Vocations Program Grows 


One hundred conferences on Christian 
vocations were conducted throughout the 
United States during the past 12 months, 
the Rev. Marcus J. Birrell, executive sec- 
retary of the Interboard Committee on 
Christian Vocations, reports. 

The number of conferences is an in- 
crease of about 15 per cent over those 
which were held during the previous 12 
months. 

Most of the Christian vocations mect- 
ings were sponsored by annual confer- 
ences, but some were on an area or dis- 
trict basis. 
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easy order blanks 


For literature to aid your 


church’s work, fill in the | 


coupons. Mail each coupon 
to'the address indicated. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


Dir. OF INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS 

General Conference Commission on 

Christian Higher Education 

Box 871 

Nashville 2, Tenn. 

Please send me the following material 

for use in our emphasis on Christian 

higher education. 

__. How _the Church School May 
Serve Higher Education, by 
Leon M. Adkins. 100 free; ad- 
ditional copies, 100 for $4. 

_____ In Behalf of Christian Education, 
by Bishop Costen J. Harrell. 
100 free; additional copies, 100 
for $5. 

___. The Methodist Crusade for a 
Christian Mind, by Bishop 
Fred P. Corson. 100 free; ad- 
ditional copies, 100 for $3. 

Education for Christ. 100 free; 

additional copies, 100 for $4. 


Name 


Address 


CHOOSING A COLLEGE 

Dir. oF INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS 

Division of Educational Institutions 

Methodist Board of Education 

Box 871 

Nashville 2, Tenn. 

Please send me: 

____. The Case for the Church College, 
by Richard N. Bender, 100 
free; additional copies, 100 for 
$4. 

___.. Directory of Educational Institu- 
tions of The Methodist Church, 
U.S.A. Free. 


Name 


Address 


WORLD SERVICE 
ComMIssION ON PROMOTION AND CUL- 
TIVATION 

740 Rush St. 

Chicago 11, Ill. 

Please send me in quantities indicated: 

For Leaders 
—__.. World Service Leaflets (descrip- 
tive folder) 


For General Distribution 
—___. Japan (World Service leaflet for 
January. Check with your 
pastor to avoid duplicating a 
standing order he may have 
placed.) 
___ World Service Agencies of The 
Methodist Church 


Name 
Address 


30 Denominations to Join in Youth Week 


From Jan. 26 to Feb. 2 Methodist 
youths will join with the young people 
from 30 denominations in the celebration 
of Youth Week. 

This observance is planned to help 
young people think through the basis of 
their faith and to strengthen the unity 
of Christian youth across the nation. 

The theme for Youth Week this year is 
“Lord . . . Help Our Unbelief,” based 
on Mark 9:24, “I believe; help thou my 
unbelief.” 

During this week Methodist youths 
will be encouraged to face up to what 
they really believe, to prepare their minds 
for God’s guidance in solving personal 
problems about the Christian faith, and 
to explore the channels through which 
God speaks to them. 

The January issue of Roundtable will 
carry specific suggestions for Methodist 
Youth Fellowships in the observance of 
Youth Week. A Youth Week Packet is 
available from branches of the Methodist 
Publishing House for $1. This packet 
includes a 17-by-22-inch two-color poster 
and interpretation, a manual giving de- 
tailed suggestions for activities, suggested 
services of worship, and a television and 
radio script. 

The first Sunday of Youth Week, Jan. 


26, is observed as denominational youth 


Sunday. In many churches young people 
will be given major responsibility in the 
morning service of worship. Extensive 
suggestions for this service and other 
activities for the week are found in the 
Youth Week Packet. 

In many communities a community 
Youth Week service will be scheduled 
Feb. 2 to bring together the young people 
from many denominations to celebrate 
the community of their faith and the 
unity of seeking God’s guidance. 

Local MYFs may wish to take the 
initiative in encouraging the local inter- 
denominational youth council or in in- 
viting other denominations to join in 
planning for Youth Week activities. 

School assemblies, television inter- 
views, panels before service clubs, radio 
programs, spot announcements on radio 
and television, and other interdenomina- 
tional activities may be scheduled by an 
individual MYF or by an MYF co-operat- 
ing with other groups. 

Youth Week provides every Methodist 
church a significant opportunity for giv- 
ing guidance and leadership to the young 
people of this generation. It also provides 
an opportunity for young people to estab- 
lish the foundations of their faith by 
thinking through matters which need 
clarification. 





100 American Methodists 


To Attend World Meeting 


One hundred American Methodists 
will represent The Methodist Church at 
the 14th World Convention on Christian 
Education to he held in Tokyo, Japan, 
Aug. 6-13. 

Representatives are now being certified 
by a staff committee of the Board of Edu- 
cation. 

The ‘convention is being arranged 
under the auspices of the World Council 
on Christian Education and Sunday 
School Association, an interdenomina- 
tional agency of which The Methodist 
Church is a member. 

Toronto, Canada, was the site of the 
previous convention. The meeting in 
Japan will coincide with the celebration 
of the 100th anniversary of the beginning 
of Protestant Christian teaching and 
preaching in Japan. 

More than half of the Methodist dele- 
gates have been chosen and others are 
being selected. They include conference 
executive secretaries of education, pastors, 
local church directors of Christian educa- 
tion, church-school teachers and other 
church-school workers. 

A special Methodist tour will go to 
Tokyo by way of Alaska and return by 


way of Hawaii. Methodist mission work 
will be viewed on this tour. In charge 
of the tour is the Rev. Edwin F. Tewks- 
bury, Methodist Board of Education, PO 
Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 

Further information regarding the 
certification of Methodist representatives 
for the world convention may be had by 
writing the Rev. Walter N. Vernon, 
Methodist Board of Education, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


University Funds Grow 


Cash on hand for the Alaska Methodist 
University has passed the $1,000,000 
mark, according to H. Conwell Snoke, 
co-ordinator of the university develop- 
ment program. 

Receipts through Sept. 30 were $1,- 
291,775. This includes $1,042,681 from 
Methodist churches and church groups 
across the United States and $249,094 
from payments on pledges by residents of 
Alaska. 

Before construction can start, $2,000,- 
000 must be on hand in cash, the Board 
of Missions has stipulated. 

Alaska Methodist University will be 
located in Anchorage and will be the 
first four-year, church-related liberal arts 
college for the territory. 
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‘Together was conceived in the spirit of evangelical 
outreach exemplified by John Wesley, Methodism’s 
founder. He didn’t wait for people to come to church 
but sought them out. Now, TOGETHER, through its 

All Family Plan also seeks to reach out and extend the 
ministry of your church. For additional information on 
how every member of your congregation will benefit, 


mail the coupon below today!. 


Cr 





Together / 740 NORTH RUSH STREET « CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


We want TOGETHER to reach out into the homes of our 
congregation. Please send information, without obligation, 
as to how we may receive ALL FAMILY benefits. 

NAME 
ADDRESS 
TOWN STATE 


CHURCH 




















Story of the Month: 


The Work of One Bible 


This book was the town’s only teacher 
and only missionary—but the Bible 
and Vicente Sanfiel completely changed Jucaro. 


by Carl D. Stewart 


Six years ago Vicente Sanfiel moved 
into Jucaro, a town of sugar mill em- 
ployees in Oriente province of Cuba. The 
community was composed largely of il- 
literates, submerged in vice and sin. The 
people engaged freely in gambling, and 
drunkenness. Many were foul-mouthed 
and coarse in their living. 

Mr. Sanfiel was a workman for the 
sugar company. His three small boys 
were growing up, and he felt that he 
would have to seek employment else- 
where, as he did not want his boys to be 
brought up in a neighborhood so vile. 

Mr. Sanfiel could hardly read and was 
not a Christian. The villagers were spirit- 
ualists and ignorant of Christianity. 
One day when Mr. Sanfiel was in the 
city of Holguin, he saw a Bible on dis- 
play. He bought it, though he knew he 
could scarcely read. 

Mr. Sanfiel took the Bible home with 
him and began to spell out the words as 
best he could to his family and to the 
neighbors. He invited the villagers to his 
home for a spiritualist meeting during 
which he read from the Bible. The selec- 
tion that first night was the Beatitudes. 

The spiritualist meetings continued to 
be held during the evenings in the Sanfiel 
home for many months, but Mr. Sanfiel 
was learning more and more about the 
Bible as his reading ability improved. And 
he was becoming more and more an ex- 
pounder of the Word, rather than a 
spiritualist medium. 

Under Mr. Sanfiel’s leadership, the 
people of Jucaro contributed money, 
bought materials, and built and furnished 
a simple wooden chapel. 

In June, 1956, when Bishop John 
Branscomb and a party of friends from 
the Methodist church of Largo, Fla., 
dedicated a new church in Palmerito, 
Cuba, Mr. Sanfiel was present as a visi- 
tor. He asked Bishop Branscomb to bap- 
tize him, though he was not ready for 
church membership. 

Vicente Sanfiel returned to Jucaro 
fresh from the inspiration of his baptism 
and told the people of the village that 
what they needed was to become Chris- 
tians and to join The Methodist Church. 
By this time, every family had bought at 


24 


least one Bible, and Mr. Sanfiel had 
taught young and old alike to read it. 
Thus he taught the whole village to read. 

Mr. Sanfiel and the people of Jucaro 
began to prepare themselves for member- 
ship in The Methodist Church. The dis- 
trict superintendent sent them a Disci- 
pline and occasionally a student minister 
came to guide them. 

After months of careful preparation, a 
group was ready for baptism and church 
membership. Last Aug. 30 the superin- 
tendent preached in Jucaro. The little 
chapel was packed and the people took 
their Bibles to church with them, as their 
custom is. He baptized 27 children and 
11 adults and received 12 adults into full 
church membership. One was Vicente 
Sanfiel, who was licensed in December 
to preach by the Oriente District Con- 
ference. He will continue to be the pastor 
at Jucaro. 

Since Mr. Sanfiel took that first Bible 
to Jucaro three years ago, the whole vil- 
lage has been converted. There is no 
more drinking of alcoholic beverages and 
no more profanity. Gambling has ceased 
and spiritualism has disappeared. The life 
of the village centers around the church. 

Mr. Sanfiel no longer needs to move in 
order to provide a good environment for 
his family, because Jucaro has become 
one of the cleanest and most Christian 
villages in Cuba. 


Mission Study Resources 


Churches and church groups plan- 
ning study programs on the home mis- 
sionary theme of the year, “Christ, the 
Church and Race,” may find the follow- 
ing material helpful. 

The Kingdom Beyond Caste, a Reli- 
gious Book Club selection, by Dean 
Liston Pope. 

Religion in Life, the 1957 summer is- 
sue. This issue deals with the current 
tension throughout America on the mat- 
ter of race, the struggle of many con- 
sciences for light along the confusing 
road, and the awareness that at bottom 
this issue is spiritual. 

Three articles open the study: “What 
Kind of America?” by Kermit Eby; “The 


Ethico-Cultural Revolution in American 
Race Relations” by George D. Kelsey; 
and “Escape from Provincialism” by 
Carlyle Marney. 

Following these are five articles on 
“Race Relations and the American 
Church.” They are by Bishop Edgar A. 
Love, Warner L. Hall, Robert S. Bil- 
heimer, Edward Chandler and E. Clay- 
ton Calhoun. 

A third source of fresh material on the 
theme of race is to be found in daily 
newspapers. Some churches are keeping 
scrapbooks of newspaper clippings to re- 
veal experiences and reactions to racial 
tension across the nation. 


Offer Gospel Dispenser 


Church groups and individuals who 
want to make gospels available to non- 
church-goers now have an opportunity to 
do so through a service offered by the 
American Bible Society. 

The Wayside. Gospel Dispenser has 
been produced by the society to make 

Scripture por- 
tions avail- 
able in bus, 
train and 
plane termi- 
nals, in wait- 
ing rooms of 
hospitals, on 
store counters, 
and in other 
public places. 
It can also 
be used in 
churches. 

The dispensers sell for 50 cents each, 
postpaid. The New Testament Portions 
in the King James Version (Series B530) 
are 100 for $2.50, and in the Revised 
Standard Version (Series RS530) are 100 
for $3.50. 

The Scripture portions available for 
the dispensers include the Sermon on 
the Mount, Mark, John, Romans, and the 
shorter epistles. 

Place orders with the American Bible 
Society at the following addresses: 450 
Park Ave., New York 22, N.Y.; 85 Wal- 
ton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 310 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 1, Ill.; 2233 Bryan St., 
Dallas 4, Tex.; and 224 McAllister St., 
San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Organize Navaho Church 


A Methodist church, the first ever to 
be established on the Navaho Indian 
reservation near Farmington, N.M., has 
been organized recently in the town of 
Shiprock. 

The new church will be known as the 
First Methodist Church of Shiprock. It 
has 25 charter members. The Rev. Robert 
W. Brooks is pastor. 
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Make Plans to Expand 
Ministry to Handicapped 


A study of the need for an expanded 
ministry to a segment of the American 
population—the physically, mentally and 
emotionally handicapped—and how these 
groups can best be served is being made 
by some Methodist home missions spe- 
cialists. 

A Committee on Methodism’s Ministry 
to the Handicapped, reporting to the staff 


retary for home missions, presented the re- 
port. He said the committee sees almost 
unlimited possibilities of discovering and 
extending the ministry of the church to 
the handicapped, working in co-operation 
with agencies already at work in the 
field. 

The committee has organized the ap- 
proach to the problem in five steps: 
e Discovering the handicapped and the 
need for ministry to them. 
e Evaluation of ministries now being 
rendered. 


of the Division of National Missions, said 
there are more than 2,250,000 handi- 
capped persons in the United States. This 
includes the blind, deaf, emotionally and 
mentally disturbed, the orthopedically 
and otherwise physically handicapped, 
aged, deformed, and those commonly re- 
ferred to as shut-ins. 

The Rev. Allen B. Rice, executive sec- 


e Discovering and training full-time and 
part-time workers in the field, including 
approaches to theological schools and 
summer schools for pastors. 

e Development of ways to integrate 
handicapped persons into regular pro- 
grams of local churches. 

e Obtaining resources for financing pro- 
grams in the field. 





NOTE—Each month Tue Meruopist Story will present facts about a World 
Service agency. The information will supplement the monthly World Service leaflets 
and features in the Church School magazine. All are aids in observing the fourth Sunday 
of each month as World Service Sunday. 


DIVISION OF WORLD MISSIONS 


(a division of the Board of Missions) 


Purpose—To supervise mission work outside the United States and territories 
(except for that administered by the Woman’s Division of Christian 
Service). 

Leadership—Bishop Richard C. Raines, president; the Rev. Eugene L. Smith, 
general secretary; executive staff of 15, including a secretary for each 
of five administrative regions. 

Missionaries—952 in the field or on furlough. About a third are ordained 
ministers, the others serve in lay vocations. 

The Field—The Division of World Missions is a channel of co-operation be- 
tween U.S. Methodists and 44 other countries. Missionaries and 
regular grants are sent to 33 countries and financial aid is given to 
Methodist churches in 7. Political conditions have interrupted work 
in 4 countries. 

Support—34.4 cents of each World Service dollar distributed; Advance Spe- 
cials; Week of Dedication offering; individual gifts and bequests; 
small endowment funds. 

Annual Budget—$7,611,202 (1957-58). 

Use of Funds—To support missionaries, employ citizens of countries where 
the division works, and maintain institutions (mission stations, 
churches, schools and colleges, hospitals, orphanages, and institutions 
for special service) and train nationals for church leadership. 

For more facts about World Missions, write for: 

e Methodist Overseas Missions (gazeteer and statistics), $1; The Strength of 
His Might (1957-58 annual report), $1; leaflets about work in country of 
your interest. Order from Board of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, 
N.Y. 

e Japan (World Service leaflet for January, available in quantities for free 
distribution); World Service Agencies of The Methodist Church (free 
descriptive booklet). Order from Commission on Promotion and Cultiva- 
tion, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


World Service topic for February: Evangelism 
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EVANGELISM 


MetTHopist EVANGELISTIC MATERIALS 
General Board of Evangelism 

1908 Grand Ave. 

Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Please send me the following items in 
quantities as listed: 


—_— Toward a More Effective Church 
(brochure). 25¢; 4 for $1. 

__. The District Committee of Evan- 
gelism. 15¢; 10 or more, 10¢ 
each. 

—__— Manual, Commission on Member- 
ship and Evangelism in the 
Local Church. 35¢; 4 or more, 
25¢ each. 

—___ Spiritual Life for Methodist Chris- 
tians (turnover chart). $12. 

—____. Spiritual Life for Methodist Chris- 
tians (chart booklets). 35¢; 10 
or more 25¢ each. 

John Wesley, Evangelist, by 

Ensley. 35¢. 


Cost of the following items is: 50¢; 12 
or more 35¢ each. 
____ The Methodist Primer, by Selec- 


man. 

—__ The Methodist First Reader, by 
Selecman and Jones. 

__. The Beliefs of a Methodist Chris- 
tian, by Clinton M. Cherry. 


Cost of the following items is: 100 for 


__.. What Methodists Believe, by the 
bishops. 
Some Essential Methodist Beliefs, 
by Tuttle. 
__. When Methodists Baptize, by 
Ensley. 


Cost of the following items is: 100 for 

$2. 

—_— Methodist membership cards— 
with vows, for every member. 

current issue of The Methodist 

(tract). 

—__— The Methodist (monthly tract). 
This is a standing order for 
each month, 100 for $1.50. 


Total amount of order, $ 


( Cash enclosed 
() Charge to my account 


CHRISTIAN VOCATIONS 


INTERBOARD COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN 
VocaTIONS 

PO Box 871 

Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Please send me the number of copies 
indicated at 10¢ each. 
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Expect 3,000 to Attend 
Family Life Conference 


Theme for the third national Confer- 
ence on Family Life, to be held Oct. 17- 
19 in Chicago, will be “Faith, Freedom 
and the Family.” More than 3,000 par- 
ents and church workers are expected to 
attend. 

Speakers will include Bishop Hazen G. 
Werner, chairman of the General Com- 
mittee on Family Life and bishop of the 
Ohio Area; Bishop Gerald H. Kennedy, 
Los Angeles Area; the Rev. Theodore H. 
Palmquist, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Kath- 
erine Oettinger, chief of the U.S. Chil- 
dren’s Bureau, Washington, D.C.; Dr. 
Howard A. Rusk, an associate editor of 
The New York Times; and Governor 
William G. Stratton of Illinois. 

Registration fee for the conference is 
$7.50, single, and $10 a couple. The fees 
will be used for a travel pool to help 
those who come to the meeting from a 
distance of more than 500 miles. 

Arrangements have been made with 
the Conrad Hilton Hotel for special daily 
rates of $7.50, single, and $12.50, dou- 
ble. 

Additional information regarding 
registration and rooms may be obtained 
from the Rev. Edward D. Staples, Meth- 
odist Board of Education, PO Box 871, 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


The Conference on Family Life is 


being built upon the study of the needs 
of families as expressed through a ques- 
tionnaire filled out by 600 adult church- 
school classes across the United States. 
Replies to the questionnaire indicate that 
the chief concern of the family today is 
the use of money, with the pressure of 
time for church and family a close sec- 
ond. 

It is the hope of the planning commit- 
tee for the conference that two lay 
couples and one minister and his wife 
from each district of Methodism will 
attend. Reservations will be held for them 
until July 1. After that date, registration 
will be open to any Methodists desiring 
to attend. 

Others desiring to attend may register 
now, with the understanding that their 
registrations may be accepted after the 
July 1 deadline for the six from each 
district has passed. 


Build Camp in Puerto Rico 


A 20-acre camp high in the cool coffee 
land has been completed and is open to 
the 7,000 Methodists of Puerto Rico. 
It is located at Mameyes. 

The camp was made possible through 
the support of the Philadelphia Area, 
headed by Bishop Fred P. Corson, whose 
area includes Puerto Rico, and the 
Division of National Missions of the 
Board of Missions. 


New Jersey, Philadelphia and Wyom- 


_ Benevolence Report 


Benevolence Funds 


World Service 


(Year's a 


$12,200,000) 


General Advance 


Specials 


Week of Dedication 
Methodist TV Ministry 
Administrative Funds 
Episcopal Fund 


Year’ t 
MSiise 5s) 


World Service 
so far this year 





$993,539 $914,859 


ionment 


322,502 406,358 





ing Conferences of the Philadelphia Area 
gave $25,000 for the camp. Methodists 
across the United States gave another 
$25,000 in Advance Specials through the 
Division of National Missions. 

Sixteen buildings have been erected, 
including dormitories and a chapel which 
seats 100 persons. All were built of pre- 
fabricated aluminum and concrete. 


Schedule Day of Prayer 
Friday, Feb. 21 will be observed by 


church women in 18,000 communities 
across the United States as “World Day 
of Prayer.” 

Women of Protestant churches in 
these communities will gather to pray for 
world peace and for the causes of home 
missions and foreign missions. 

A new film, The Voice of Prayer Is 
Never Silent, will be shown at many 
meetings and there will be addresses on 
the general theme, “The Bread of Life.” 

United Church Women, an arm of the 
National Council of Churches, is com- 
pleting plans for the observance under 
the direction of Miss Elsie I. Sweeney 
and Mrs. James M. Evans. 

Offerings received at World Day of 
Prayer observances will help support mis- 
sionary projects at home and abroad. 
These projects will be selected by the 
United Church Women and the mission- 
ary agencies. 


$4,174,130 


2,290,074 





Figures are from Thomas B. Lugg, treasurer, Council on World Service and Finance. The fiscal year for all these funds is June 1 to May 31. 
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On a wide circuit W. W. 


What About This Ease in Zion? 


A few months ago, I made some notes 
and was going to write a few paragraphs 
about the trend for body comfort that 
seems to be invading some of our Ameri- 
can churches. 

I was thinking of the body-fitting 
chairs that some churches have installed 
in place of the accustomed pews, of the 
new foam rubber cushions that give the 
worshiper all the ease of a TV room, and 
of the church doors now operated by an 
electric eye so that the person entering 
(yes, and the one hurrying to leave) will 
not have to strain arm-muscles. Of course, 
I was going to look askance at this soft- 
ening and lulling of the potential wor- 
shiper—didn’t he sleep enough in church 
now without rocking him into that state? 

And then I went to church one eve- 
ning—not a Methodist church—and 
spent an hour and a half squirming and 
cramped in discomfort in one of those 
pews. My discomfort was initially physi- 
cal, but it soon became mental and spirit- 
ual as well. I doubt if I ever achieved a 
mood where I could profit from the 
beauty and meaning of the well-planned 
and well-conducted ritualistic service: I 
couldn’t get my mind off my physical dis- 
comfort. 

The pew was too low; it was too nar- 
row, and the back was too right-angled 
to the seat. The pew in front was too 
close, and the kneeling bench gave me 
no adequate space to keep my feet on 
the floor. The thin, ancient, non-foam 
cushion on the pew had the contour of 
a choppy sea. Maybe that is why in this 
church people “jump up and down” in 
the service more than they do in my 
church. Anyway you may get the idea 
that I was not comfortable. 

Now that the passage of time has some- 
what mellowed my reaction and perhaps 
given a bit of perspective, I may safely 
return to this subject—‘“a sadder yet a 
wiser man.” 

The problem seems to be one of mak- 
ing the body at enough “ease” so that 
the mind is not engaged in pitying the 
body’s discomfort; yet not making the 
body so comfortable Ceasy chairs, air- 
conditioning, etc.) that mind and spirit 
come to “ease” also. 

On the other hand, it may be that one 
must be physically agitated, or discom- 
forted, before mind and spirit are stirred 
to action. Maybe the physicians and the 
psychologists need to get together and 
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give us a survey-report on this matter. I 
believe it was the Rev. Ralph Sockman 
who once remarked that it is difficult to 
get people concerned about hell-fire when 
they are at ease in an air-conditioned 
sanctuary: that visualizes the problem. 

I remember, as a lad, that many men 
used to go to sleep during service in the 
church my folks attended. Now I realize 
that these men, mostly farmers, carpen- 
ters, and other outdoor workers, labored 
from sunrise to sunset six days per week; 
Sunday, dressed in their best, they went 
indoors, sat down, relaxed—and nature 
had her way. 

More recently I saw a dozen men asleep 
in an evening city congregation; and I 
learned that they were the first to arrive 
at and the last to leave office buildings 
each day: the cleaners, the elevator opera- 
tors, the maintenance men. Such execu- 
tives as weren’t playing golf on Sunday 
could probably keep awake physically 
through an hour service. Maybe the four- 
day week will help. 

The minister's real problem, however, 
is not so much with the honest man who 
dozes off during the dull paragraphs of a 
dry sermon. It is with the man who 
seems physically awake, even attentive, 
but whose mind is on the mundane things 
of the week or on his neighbor, and whose 
spirit and will are dead to any idea of 
acting upon any challenge presented in 
the sermon. 

Cushioned ease, soft lighting, and en- 
chanting music he will take as his due— 
isn’t he paving for it? He wants an elo- 
quent and literary sermon—the congrega- 
tion deserves and pays for it. But nothing 
must be done to disturb the club atmos- 
phere, or said to disturb the even tenor 
of inherited religious practices and 
ideas. ... 

Strange, isn’t it, that we get our best 
“reports” when church services are in 
prison camps, in catacombs, in devastated 
churches and areas. Maybe ease in an 
earthly Zion isn’t good! 


Services in Argentina 
The Methodist Church is providing a 


church home away from home for a num- 
ber of families from the United States 
who live in and around Cordoba, an in- 
dustrial city in Argentina. 

Serving as part-time pastor is the Rev. 
Fletcher Anderson of Rosario. 


YOUTH WEEK 


Metuopist PusBtisHinc House 
(Address to branch serving 
your territory.) 


Please send me: 
____ copies of Youth Week Packet. $1. 
Name 


Address 


CoMMITTEE ON WILLS, 
AND GIFTS 

740 Rush St. 

Chicago 11, Ill. 


JEQUESTS 


Please send me the following: 


—— Wills Emphasis Manual, 25¢ 

—— Questions and Answers, 10¢ 

___. Where There’s a Will, There’s a 
Way (folder), 100 for $2 

—___. World Service Means People 
(folder), 100 for $2 

____ Memo to Lawyers (folder), free 


____ Memo to Bankers (folder), free 


__ Over the Wall (folder), free 
Name 


\ddress 








EDUCATION 


DEPARTMENT 
of Education, 


SERVICE 
Board 
Church 
PO Box 871 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Please send me the following aids for 
leaders of youths and adults, for which 
payment is enclosed: 


The Methodist 


Prices: Single copies, 45¢, two copies, 
80¢; six copies, $2; twelve copies, $3.60. 
Prices based on cash with order. 


First Series 
4220-C How to Lead Discussions 

—___. 4221-C Planning Better Programs 
___. 4222-C Taking Action in the 

Community 
—_—._ 4223-C Understanding How 

Groups Work 
___. 4224-C How to Teach Adults 


—_ 4225-C How to Use Role Playing 
and Other Tools for Learning 


Second Series 
___—. 4226-C Supervision and Consul- 
tation 
____ 4227-C Training Group Leaders 


—___— 4228-C Conducting Workshops 
and Institutes 
4229-C Working With Volunteers 


____. 4230-C Conferences That Work 


____. 4231-C. Getting and Keeping 
Members 
Total amount enclosed $ 


Name . 


Address 


Le 
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Loan Library 





The following new books have been 
added to the library of the Board of Mis- 
sions of The Methodist Church. To bor- 
row any of these—or other volumes 
—write the Librarian, Board of Missions, 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Baille, Donald M., The Theology of the 
Sacraments and Other Papers 

Bainton, Roland H., Yale and the Ministry 

Bennett, Thomas, I Serve Through Chris- 
tian Discipleship 

Calvin, John, The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion 

Carmichael, Omer and James, Weldon, The 
Louisville Story 

Coles, Samuel R., Preachers with a Plow 

Congar, Yves, M. J., Lay People in the 
Church: A Study for a Theology of the 
Laity 

Ellis, Harry B., Heritage of the Desert: The 
Arabs and the Middle East 

Ferré, Gustave A., compiler, The Upper 
Room Chapel Talks 

Harkness, Georgia, Christian Ethics 

Harrison, M. H., After Ten Years: A Re- 
port on Theological Education in India 

Heller, Herbert L., Indiana Conference of 
The Methodist Church, 1832-1956 

Henry, Iona, Triumph over Tragedy 

Henry, Stuart C., George Whitefield, Way- 
faring Witness 

Hughes, Langston, 1 Wonder as I Wander: 
An Autobiographical Journey 

Hulme, Kathryn, The Nun’s Story 

Hunter, Edward, The Story of Mary Liu 

Jackson, Edgar N., Understanding Grief: 
Its Roots, Dynamics, and Treatment 

Johnson, Paul E., Personality and Religion 

Keene, Donald, editor, Modern Japanese 
Literature 

Kirk, Jane, Group Socials for Every Month 

Kraemer, Hendrik, Religion and Christian 

Lewis, C. S., Till We Have Faces: A Myth 
Retold 

Marney, Carlyle, Faith in Conflict 

Maston, T. B., Christianity and World Is- 
sues 

Maycock, Edward A., A Letter of Wise 
Counsel: Studies in the First Epistle of 
Peter 

Mayer, Margery Y., With Pen and Brush 

McCarthy, Raymond G., Teen-Agers and 
Alcohol: A Handbook for the Educator 

McCartney, Hazel S., In the Gray Rain 

Miegge, Giovanni, Religious Liberty 

Mission Worship Committee of Tokyo 
Council of Church Women, Missions at 
Work 

Murray, A. Victor, Natural Religion and 
Christian Theology 

National Manpower Council, Womanpower 

Niebuhr, H. Richard and others, The Ad- 
vancement of Theological Education 
Pease, Dorothy W., Meditations Under 
the Sky 

Norwood, Frederick A., History of the 
North Indiana Conference 1917-1956 
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Parker, Florence E., The First 125 Years: 
A History of Distributive and Service Co- 
operation in the United States, 1829- 
1954 

Pearson, Roy, Hard Commands of Jesus 

Phillips, J. B., Is God at Home? 

Pittenger, W. Norman, Tomorrow’s Faith 
for Today: Essays on Re-thinking the 
Christian Message Toward a New Mod- 
ernism 

Pope, Liston, The Kingdom Beyond Caste 

Prichard, Marianna N. and Norman Y., 
Ten Against the Storm 

Redhead, John A., Letting God Help You 

Roberts, David E., Existentialism and Re- 
ligious Belief 

Root, Robert, Progress Against Prejudice: 
The Church Confronts the Race Problem 

Rose, H. J., Gods and Heroes of the Greeks 

Schwantes, Robert S., Japanese and Amer- 
icans: A Century of Cultural Relations 

Seamands, Ruth, Missionary Mama 

Shigenori, Togo, The Cause of Japan 

Shinn, Roger L., Life, Death and Destiny 

Smart, W. J., Six Mighty Men 

Smith, Timothy L., Revivalism and Social 
Reform in Mid-century America 

Stoffel, Ernest L., His Kingdom Is Forever 

Tanizaki, Junichiro, Some Prefer Nettles 

Terasaki, Gwen, Bridge to the Sun 

Tobias, Robert, Communist-Christian En- 
counter in East Europe 

Torrance, T. F., Royal Priesthood 

Vreeland, Herbert H., editor, Iran 

Watson, Francis, Daniel Defoe 

Watt, J. Robert, Let Not Your Heart Be 
Troubled: Comfort for the Bereaved 

Weatherford, W. D., American Churches 
and the Negro: An Historical Study from 
Early Slave Days to the Present 

Webb, Herschel, An Introduction to Japan 

West Pakistan Christian Council, Village 
Church in West Pakistan 

Williams, George H., Spiritual and Ana- 
baptist Writers 

Winwar, Frances, Italy and Her People 

Wolf, William J., No Cross, No Crown: 
A Study of the Atonement 


Choose Themes, Speakers 
For Urban Life Meetings 


A psychologist and an executive of the 
National Council of Churches will be 
speakers at two of the four general ses- 
sions of the National Methodist Convoca- 
tion on Urban Life in America, Feb. 18- 
20, in Washington, D.C. 

Sponsored by the Council of Bishops 
and the Department of City Work of the 
Board of Missions, the quadrennial con- 
vocation is expected to draw around 1,200 
ministerial and lay delegates. 

Speaker at the first general session 
will be Dr. James G. Ranck, a consulting 
psychologist in New York and a lecturer 
in psychology and religion at Drew Uni- 
versity, Madison, N.J. He will speak on 
“The Effect of City Life on People.” 

Theme of the second general session 
will be “A More Effective City Church.” 

The third general session, on the theme 
“Urban Church Planning and Strategy,” 


will be introduced in an address by the 
Rev. Meryl H. Ruoss, new executive di- 
rector of the Department of the Urban 
Church of the National Council of 
Churches. 

The fourth session will be on “The 
Clergy and Laity in Community Life.” 

After the speaker has set the tone at 
each of the general meetings, delegates 
will divide into small groups for discus- 
sion of each topic. Discussion leaders will 
be men who have special exeprience or 
qualifications in the urban church field. 

Delegates will receive data gathered 
by Methodist researchers during the past 
two years on the city and the city church. 
The data will include the findings of 
surveys and conclusions by urban church 
experts based on the findings. 

The convocation program has been ar- 
ranged by a committee headed by Bishop 
Marshall R. Reed of the Michigan Area. 
General chairman for the convocation is 
Bishop Glenn R. Phillips of the Denver 
Area. Representing the Board of Missions 
in the planning is the Rev. Robert A. 
McKibben, director of the Department of 
City Work of the Division of National 
Missions. 

The Council of Bishops, in calling the 
convocation, outlined three purposes: 

e To bring together for study, planning 
and inspiration, pastors and other leaders 
from churches and communities of every 
size. 

e To examine the effectiveness of The 
Methodist Church in ministering to the 
total need of urban residents. 

e To propose major policies of city 
church strategy for the information and 
guidance of church leaders. 


Release Three New Films 


Three new films are now available to 
churches from branches of the Methodist 
Publishing House. Two deal with mis- 
sion study themes. The third shows Chris- 
tianity at work in a slum area in England. 

Suicide Mountain is a 40-minute color 
film which gives understanding to old 
world customs and traditions that must be 
broken in the acceptance of Christianity. 
This is the true story of a Japanese 
family which found Christianity almost 
too late. Rental, $20. 

A City Decides is a dramatic docu- 
mentary dealing with integration in St. 
Louis schools. The film gives the facts, 
but does not propagandize for or against 
integration. Running time, 28 minutes; 
rental, $7.50; black-and-white. 

The Supreme Secret tells the story of 
a teen-age boy from the slum area of a 
coastal town in Great Britain. Through 
the Christian faith of an elderly man he 
robbed, this Cockney youth finds Chris- 
tianity himself. Running time, 45 min- 
utes; rental, $15; black-and-white. 
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Jan. 5-12 Is Week for 
Radio-TV Appreciation 


The following open letter to Meth- 
odists from our radio-TV executive is pub- 
lished to suggest what you and your 
church can do for Radio-TV Appreciation 
Week. 

Nashville, Tenn. 


Dear Fellow Methodist: 


During the past year the radio and 
television stations of America have given 
many millions of dollars’ worth of free 
time for broadcasting The Way (Meth- 
odist TV series) and other religious pro- 
grams. Stations, networks, actors and ad- 
vertising sponsors have frequently pre- 
sented other programs with a Christian 
message—including sometimes hymns 
and prayers. 

I know you appreciate such broadcasts. 
But if you are like me, you may not often 
take the time to sav “thank you” to our 
friends in the broadcasting industry. 

So we are having a Radio-TV Apprecia- 
tion Week, Jan. 5-12. We invite you to 
join with us in writing a note of greeting 
and appreciation to some station, program 
or person that has particularly helped you 
by their broadcast. You can send a letter 
or post card. 

The stations will be especially ap- 
preciative if you mention programs by 
name. 

Let’s give the radio and television peo- 
ple a great big “thank you” for the good 
they are doing. 

Yours sincerely, 

Harry C. SPENCER, 

General Secretary, 
Television, Radio 
Commission 

It would be helpful if our churches 
and individual Methodists would match 
the generosity of the stations by con- 
tributing toward production of additional 
programs through the Methodist Televi- 
sion Ministry Fund. 


and Film 


Now These Pastors Know 
What Church Program Is 


Louisville Conference has tried out a 
new idea in interpreting the program of 
the church to those who must carry it out. 

The plan is an Annual Conference 
Convocation. Many who took part evalu- 
ated the mid-October meeting as “the 
answer” to the problem of presenting cur- 
rent work and plans to pastors, and pro- 
moting general and conference benev- 
olences. 

The problem, as seen by Louisville 
Conference leaders, is that during the 
annual conference session _ business 
crowds out program planning. Confer- 
ence members hear capsule presentations 
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and get no time for questions or discus- 
sion. A national church leader may travel 
500 miles and be given 10 minutes to 
present the work of his agency. 

Sceking the answer was the Louisville 
Conference Commission on Promotion 
and Cultivation, led by the Rev. Ted 
Hightower of St. Paul Church, Louis- 
ville. More challenged than restrained by 
the $250 ceiling on their annual budget, 
they came up with the idea of the almost 
cost-free convocation. 

On the urging of Bishop William T. 
Watkins, some 200 ministers came. It 
was close to a perfect turnout. 

For two days they met at St. Paul 
Church to give uninterrupted attention 
to the program. There was no business 
and no calling out of committees. Except 
for devotions and a series of thoughtful 
addresses by Bishop Watkins, all interest 
was concentrated on the year’s work. 

Leading the convocation, through ad- 
dresses and workshop discussions, were 
the Rev. E. Harold Mohn of the Com- 
mission on Promotion and Cultivation and 
executives from other general agencies 
of the church. They interpreted the gen- 
eral benevolences and the programs of 
their agencies. Annual conference presi- 
dents of boards and commissions spoke in 
workshops on their fields of interest. Dis- 








trict superintendents workshop 
chairmen. 

The conference commission’s $250 
budget was safe because resource persons 
were supplied by their agencies and min- 
isters came at their own expense. The 
host congregation provided free meals and 
lodging, valued at $1,000. 

Leaders in several conferences are con- 
sidering adaptations of the Louisville idea. 


were 


Shift Temperance Duties 


Responsibilities for two staff members 
of the Board of Temperance have been 
rearranged, the Rev. Caradine R. Hooton, 
general secretary, announces. 

Under the rearrangement the Rev. J. 
Robert Regan, Jr., will become director 
of organizational activities and Roger 
Burgess will assume responsibility for 
audio-visual communications as well as 
editorial work. 

Mr. Regan is former director of student 
work. Mr. Burgess is an associate secre- 
tary of the board. 

Dr. Hooton said the new division of 
responsibilities fills the gap created when 
the Rev. Donald Kuhn joined the staff of 
Garrett Biblical Institute in Evanston, IIl. 
Mr. Kuhn is now director of school- 
church relations at Garrevt. 








four years. Keep it growing! 

SARAWAK — 2000 Ibans formerly “‘ Wild Men 
of Borneo” baptized in three years. Countless 
villages are pleading for missionaries. Do not 
fail this important corner of the world. 
KOREA— Methodism has grown from 45,000 
to 85,000 members in recent years. Will the 
Christian church win a most strategic victory 
on the mainland of Asia? The next ten years 


| may decide. 


Mail the Coupon Today 


Board of Missions of + 
THE METHODIST CHURCH 


| 150 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11,N. Y. 


fe thodism on the March 


laid Like Paul, and the apostles of the first century, 
we of this century are responsible for encour- 
aging and expanding young churches in these 





Lands of Witness 
and Decision 


We are again what Christ intends His Church 
to be—a movement. You and other readers of 
this magazine have made this true. You have 
helped lead your 
, 7 7 congregation to a 
deepened sense of world-wide mission, thus developing the 
most vigorous program ot church extension Methodism 
has ever known. This program of Witness and Decision 
embraces especially four strategic countries. Advance 
the program by reading and promoting this great book. 
BELGIAN CONGO— Todayevery ninth personisa Christian whereas 
80 years ago there were none. But Communism and Mohammedan- 
ism are challenging the Cross of Christ. What will the Congo choose? 
BOLIVIA — Death was the penalty for Protestant preaching 


until 50 years ago. Now Bolivia presents one of our brightest 
missionary opportunities. Church membership has doubled in 
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Board of Missions of The Methodist Church 
| 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. (Study Book Office 3) 


Please send me 

pies of book, “Lands of Witness and 
Decision.” Please i Leaders’ Guide (s) 
at 15c each (copy free with 5 or more books). 

| (_) Please send me free literature telling how to form 
a Study Group and describing the “‘Call to Witness 

| and Decision,” keynote of the quadrennium. 
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Austin Conference Fosters Understanding 
by R. Floyd Curl 


Five years ago General Conference 
established the Board of Social and Eco- 
nomic Relations. One of the functions of 
this board since its organization has been 
the promotion of interracial conferences. 

These conferences on human relations 
have been outstanding. In many sections 
of the country fellow-Methodists have 
been brought together to think and plan 
as they considered opportunities, chal- 
lenges, problems, limitations and _possi- 
bilities of applying the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in their own territories, commu- 
nities, churches, homes and _ individual 
lives. 

To the participants in one of the most 
recent of these—conducted last fall at 
Huston-Tillotson College in Austin, Tex. 
—there has been left the warm glow ot 
a lingering fellowship and the beckoning 
challenge of the task of enlarging com- 
munication, co-operation and consolida- 
tion among three administratively 
separated groups of Methodists working 
within the state of Texas. 

In Texas are 719,146 members of The 
Methodist Church. The almost 400 rep- 
resentatives they sent to Austin would 
agree that the less than $10,000 which 
went through World Service from Texas 
during the quadrennium of 1952-56 for 
the support of our Board of Social and 
Economic Relations was money well 
spent. 

Although the worth of such a meeting 
cannot be measured in dollars and cents, 
the new insights and understanding re- 
sulting from this conference will certainly 


bear valuable fruits of communication 
and co-operation in Texas Methodism. 

What, then, came out of the meeting? 
Texas is no Utopia of human relations. 
Conditions vary as widely as the vast 
stretches of the Lone Star empire. From 
almost full integration to almost complete 
segregation runs the gamut. The battle 
still rages in the courts and at the bar 
of public sentiment. No man can say how 
long it will be until the orderly processes 
of legal and moral necessity shall have 
eroded the last, lingering resistances to 
human and civil rights in the state of 
Texas. 

Certainly the Austin meeting did not 
solve these difficult questions; but it 
demonstrated that two races and three 
cultures can live and work together and 
love such a way of life. More than 500 
Methodists (delegates and visitors) will 
form a new leaven in their Texas commu- 
nities for a Christian way of life. 

What, then, came out of the confer- 
ence? Knowledge is a wonderful ferment. 
The discovery that in many communities 
the three groups have reached large co- 
operation will stimulate further ap- 
proaches to Methodist communication, 
co-operation, and even consolidation. 

Some institutions of the church in 
Texas are already integrated; many local 
communities demonstrate varying types of 
tri-group co-operation. Latin ministers are 
members of Anglo conferences; Anglo 
ministers have membership in the Span- 
ish-speaking conference. Many Latins are 
members of Anglo churches and many 


Austin conference leaders included (I. to r.) Bishops William C. Martin, Willis J. King 
and A. Frank Smith, the Rev. A. Dudley Ward and the Rev. J. J. Seabrook. 
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Anglos are members of Spanish-speaking 
churches. 

At least one church in a white annual 
conference has Negro members and at 
least one church in a Central Jurisdiction 
annual conference has whites among its 
members. Such knowledge will tend to 
be a key to open further doors of inter- 
group fellowship and co-operation in 
other Methodist communities and agen- 
cies. 

The three separated groups departed 
their separate ways back into their three 
separate Methodist organizational struc- 
tures and programs. But these 400 Meth- 
odists can never be the same. Two days 
of wonderful Christian fellowship to- 
gether broke down too many walls for 
them ever again to be content to live in 
isolation from those whom they now 
know to be indeed their brothers and 
sisters in the one family of The Method- 
ist Church. 

Thank you, General Conference of 
1952, for giving us a board to serve us 
thus. And thank you, Bishops Willis J. 
King, William C. Martin, A. Frank 
Smith, Lloyd C. Wicke and the Rev. A. 
Dudley Ward, for guiding us to Austin. 


Dr. Curl is superintendent of San Antonio 
District. The conference that he evaluates 
is one of the continuing series of inter- 
racial conferences under auspices of the 
Board of Social and Economic Relations 
(Tue Meruopist Story, March, 1957). 


Tithes Aid New Church 
First Methodist Church of Glendale, 


Calif., has started a chain reaction which 
may solve many urgent church expansion 
programs, according to the Rev. Will 
Hildebrand, superintendent of Pasadena 
district. 

Three years ago First Church tithed 
$300,000, the receipts to that date for a 
million dollar fund for a new sanctuary. 
This tithe was given to a congregation 
being organized at nearby Granada Hills. 

With the gift from the Glendale 
church and their own giving, the infant 
church completed its first unit. The 
church was consecrated last spring. But 
before the unit was completed, the mem- 
bers began making plans for expansion. 

In the last week of April, Granada 
Hills Church, under the leadership of the 
Rev. Irwin Trotter, raised $50,000. Dur- 
ing the campaign the church announced 
that a tithe of contributions to the fund 
would be given to help establish another 
new church. 

After giving a tithe toward a new 
church, the Granada Hills congregation 
plans to use the balance of the fund to 
erect additional educational facilities. 

“We received this kind of help,” the 
Granada Hills pastor said. “Now we are 
doing the same for someone else.” 
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Elect Board Secretary 


Newly elected associate secretary of the 
Board of Social and Economic Relations 
is the Rev. Emerson W. Smith of West 
Newbury, Mass. 

The 39-year-old minister will assume 
his full duties next May, with his office 
at 740 Rush St., 
Chicago. 

For the past six 
years Mr. Smith has 
served as chaplain 
of industrial rela- 
tions for the Boston 
Area of The Meth- 
odist Church. He 
was the first clergy- 
man in American 
Protestantism to 
hold a position of this kind. 

Commenting on the appointment of 
his associate, the Rev. A. Dudley Ward, 
general secretary of the board, said: 

“This appointment transfers to the na- 
tional scene of The Methodist Church a 
work which has been original and out- 
standing in the Boston Area.” 

Mr. Ward said the Board of Social and 
Economic Relations hopes that The 
Methodist Church will enter with full 
vigor the field of industrial relations 
under the capable leadership of Mr. 


Smith. 


Mr. Smith 


Joins Education Staff 


The Rev. Wayne M. Lindccker, Jr., 
has joined the staff of the Board of Edu- 
cation in Nashville, Tenn., in the De- 
partment of General Church: School 
Work of the Division of the Local 
Church. He succeeds Mrs. Lilla Mills 
Cunningham. 

Mr. Lindecker is a graduate of Ohio 
Wesleyan and Boston Universities. Since 
graduation he has been in charge of the 
Christian education program at Indianola 
Church, Columbus, O., and Metropolitan 
Church, Detroit, Mich. He is a member 
of the Detroit Conference. 

In his new position Mr. Lindecker su- 
pervises recruitment, guidance and place- 
ment of local church directors of Christian 
education, as well as recruitment and 
guidance of volunteers for vocational serv- 
ice in Christian education. 


Heads WCC Youth Work 


New executive secretary of the Youth 
Department of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva, Switzerland, is the 
Rev. Philip Potter. Mr. Potter has been 
secretary of youth work in the New York 
office of the World Council for the past 
year. 

Mr. Potter succeeds the Rev. Bengt- 
Thure Molander of Sweden in the Ge- 
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neva post. Mr. Molander is returning to a 
Lutheran pastorate in Sweden. 

The new executive secretary is a Meth- 
odist. He is a native of Dominica and 
holds the Bachelor of Divinity and Mas- 
ter of Theology degrees from London 
University. 


Three Methodist Doctors 
To Appear on TV Jan. 23 


An hour-long television program fea- 
turing the work of American doctors over- 
seas, including three Methodist medical 
missionaries, will be telecast by the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company on a na- 
tionwide hookup Jan. 23. 

MD International will be televised 
from 10 to 11 p.m. CEST). This is an- 
other in the March of Medicine TV se- 
ries. 

There are eight major sequences in 
MD International, with a majority of 
these dealing with the work of American 
missionary doctors, both Protestant and 
Roman Catholic. Methodist doctors are 
shown at work in three of the sequences, 
in Sarawak (Borneo), Nepal and India. 

The sequence on Sarawak presents the 
work of Dr. Harold N. Brewster of Mont- 
clair, N.J. Dr. Brewster is one of three 
doctors in the international, interracial 
Methodist medical mission to the Ibans, 
ex-headhunters who are now turning to 
Christianity. 

In another sequence the work of the 
United Christian Medical Mission to 
Nepal is depicted. Dr. Bethel Fleming of 
Bucks County, Pa., one of three Method- 
ist doctors serving with the United Mis- 
sion, is shown at work in Kathmandu, 
Nepal’s capital. 

The third sequence on Methodist doc- 
tors shows the extensive medical program 
at Vellore Christian Medical College in 





India. Dr. Reeve H. Betts, noted Boston 
chest surgeon who became a Methodist 
missionary, is shown at work with Indian 
colleagues in a complicated “blue baby” 
operation. 

Vellore Medical College is supported 
by more than 20 American mission or- 
ganizations, including the Methodist 
Board of Missions. 

Other sequences of the TV program 
show American doctors, missionary and 
otherwise, at work in Korea, Hong Kong, 
Burma, Lebanon and Ethiopia. 

Other doctors shown during the pro- 
gram will include those working for the 
U.S. government, foundations, and uni- 
versities. 

Church groups and members may con- 
sult local newspapers and _ television 
guides to see what stations will carry the 
program and at what hour. 





L During 1958 you'll want to keep 
the Methodist Story 


Start now with the January issue. 
Get a binder for only $1. 


Use this coupon 


Commission on Promotion and Cultivation 
719 Rush Street 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


Please send me —__ binders for THE 
Meruopist Story at $1 each. 





DO YOU READ 


Ce CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE? . 


—- 
Just 50¢ a year opens doors into a new world where 
you'll share in the daily experiences of a growing 
church in Africa. Give your 
family or church a gift sub- 
scription today ! 


Special issues are being 
planned on medical, agricul- 
tural, evangelistic, educa- 
tional and other types of 
work in Africa to help you 
with your Africa Study 


Mission Press in Africa!! 


eS) Mailed Quarterly Direct to You from the Central My 


Read interesting informative articles about 
such Africans as Chief Mwant Yavo. 


! 
| 
|! paramount chieftain of the Lunda people 
| im the Belgian Congo! ' } 


BOX 75, CLEVELAND, 
Central Mission Press TRANSVAAL, SOUTH AFRICA 
PLEASE SEND ONLY CHECKS OR INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS. 
| wish to subscribe to your magazine and enclose: 
J © 50 for 1 year C7 $1.00 for 2 years $1.50 for 3 years 
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See that All Get Leaflets 
Rupert (Ida.) Church 


Here is the way we use the World 
Service leaflets. We do not put them in 
the Sunday bulletin; too many people 
miss them that way, and the people who 
attend church hear about World Service 
in the sermon anyway. 

We enclose the World Service leaflets 
in our monthly mailing. In that way every 
member and every constituent gets one. 

I think I can quote figures to show 
that this has been profitable. In 1953 the 
Rupert Church had a World Service ask- 
ing of $800. It accepted the $800 asking 
but paid $452. The plan of mailing leaf- 
lets was adopted the next year. The 1957 
Journal has just arrived and the report it 
shows is this: Our asking for World 
Service was $897. We accepted $1,100 
and paid $1,191. I cannot help feeling 
that when people know the program of 
World Service—as so beautifully pre- 
sented in the leaflets—they contribute 
more. 

WENDELL L. Coe, pastor 


Notre—The monthly World Service 
leaflets are free to any church. They may 
be ordered from the Commission on Pro- 
motion and Cultivation, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


Race Relations Day Exchange 
Epworth Church, Des Moines, lowa 


Each year on Race Relations Sunday 
the congregation of Epworth Church, Des 
Moines, becomes a living essay in brother- 
hood. On that day our church has an 
exchange with some Negro church. 

The first year of the experiment, in 
February of 1952, we traded minister, 
choir and organist with the Corinthian 
Baptist Church. We had the same trade 
with other churches the next two years. 
In 1955 the exchange was widened to in- 
clude official boards. Finally, in 1957, 
half the congregation of St. Paul’s Afri- 
can Methodist Episcopal Church wor- 
shiped at Epworth and half of our con- 
gregation attended St. Paul’s. 

“Interracial services promote better un- 
derstanding,” explains our minister, the 
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Rev. Francis Brockman. “If we are going 
to work together in the world, we ought 
to worship together.” He is a pioneer in 
such exchanges in Des Moines. Our 
church was the first in recent years to 
plan an interracial service. Now several 
others have similar exchanges. 

Attendance the first year of the ex- 
periment was far above our average. The 
next year the figure was still a bit high. 
Now it has leveled off close to our aver- 
age. People no longer see it as a novelty, 
but take it for granted. 

The Rev. S. M. Peck, pastor of St. 
Paul’s, said: “I felt that this service was 
very natural and very real. It was an at- 
tempt to do the job rather than make a 
speech about it.” 

Perhaps the feeling of one member of 
St. Paul’s Church sums up the situation: 
“An interracial service is all right with 
me. I don’t go to church to be sociable; 
I go to worship.” 

Rutu ANNE Brown, member 


Another Story of Growth 
South Fork Church, Nokomis, II. 


I have just finished reading the report 
of the missionary progress of Hurlbut 
Memorial Church, Chautauqua, N.Y., in 
the July-August issue of THe Metuop- 
ist Story. The progress reported by that 
church is inspiring indeed. 

We at the South Fork Church have 
had similar progress. Ours is an open 
country church with a membership of 
189. It has always had somewhat of a 
standing in our Illinois Conference for 
benevolent giving, but the last five years 
members have shown what they—and 
those of any other church, I’m sure—can 
do in the way of benevolences if these 
are preached and taught. 

Five years ago, 1951-52, the total 
benevolent giving was $1,550—not a 
bad level for a small church. However, 
through a program of preaching and 
teaching on stewardship and missions 
since that time, giving has grown. For 
1956-57 it amounted to $3,572, an all- 
time record. 

Yet, in spite of this substantial prog- 
ress, we feel that we are still not meeting 
our potential, for we have many members 
who have little concern for benevolences. 


We have given considerable emphasis 
to Advance Specials and as a result this 
has been our field of greatest progress. In 
1951-52 only $40 was given for Ad- 
vance causes, whereas in 1956-57 a total 
of $2,090 was given. A significant part 
of our Advance giving in 1956-57 was 
the sending of six bred heifers to refugees 
resettling in West Germany. I was privi- 
leged to accompany the shipment and 
bring back first-hand reports. 

We are looking forward to another 
good year in benevolences. 

Jack K. CuristTIan, pastor 


Winter Cruise to Mission Lands 
Simpson Church, Pullman, Wash. 


“Winter cruise for all ages!” “Four 
exciting weeks to the Philippines, Ma- 
laya, Burma and Thailand!” Statements 
like these sparked the interest of families 
of Simpson Church, Pullman, Wash., 
last January as plans were laid for a 
church-wide study of southeastern Asia 
in their annual school of missions. The 
school became their Sunday Evening 
Fellowship for the month. 

Sailing time each evening was 1700 
(Navy time). Visas and passports (mim- 
eographed) were checked from 5 to 5:15 
p.m. at the “customs office” in the educa- 
tional building. 

The schedule called for a 45-minute 
“visit” to one of the countries each Sun- 
day evening. It was followed by an hour 
of study in age-group classes and a gen- 
eral session when families met together 
for a special feature and refreshments. 

The pilot of the successful cruise, the 
Rev. Don M. Fife, was supported by a 
crew made up of the commission on mis- 
sions and commission on education. They 
used study materials recommended by the 
Curriculum Committee of The Methodist 
Church. Everyone from preschool to 
adults learned about one or more of these 
countries and the work being done there 
by Methodists. 

Each group had its age-level study 
books, but there were other features. Dr. 
Ted Miles, principal of the Bentong 
Methodist English School in Malaya, who 
was studying at Washington State Col- 
lege, showed his slides on Malaya. Miss 
Edyth Betts of the college faculty, a 
former teacher in Burma, spoke, as did 
Dr. Harry E. Zion, who had lived in 
Thailand. 

The year before, this church studied 
India, Pakistan and Ceylon in its school 
of missions. In January of 1958 it prob- 
ably will “travel” to Japan or to the 
four Lands of Decision (Bolivia, Belgian 
Congo, Korea and Sarawak). 

Epwin Tewxssury, staff 
Board of Education 
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The Upper Room offers a tested way to 
. develop FAMILY DEVOTIONS 


in every home 


T uc Urrer Room is part of the ministry of seventy thousand 
hurches in the United States and Canada. 


(a) It encourages worship as a family unit, at home each day, 
t church each Sunday. 


(b) It achieves a day-by-day ministry in every home for which 
he church and its pastor have a responsibility. 

(c) It is an effective presentation of the claims of Christ and 
the church on the lives of inactive and indifferent members. 


(d) It carries the evangelistic message to the homes of prospec- 
tive members, helping to win them. 


Church-wide Family Worship Plan 


Here is a plan that is simple and direct. The church goes into every 
home six times a year, not asking but giving. Through it the 
church expresses genuine concern for the spiritual welfare of every 
member of the family, and through THe Upper Room the whole 
family is reminded each day of the church and the pastor. Here is 
a continuing expression of good will and a daily invitation to walk 
closer with the Master. 


There are instances in thousands of churches where the quiet yet 
forceful messages of THe Upper Room have won men and women 
hack into active participation in the affairs of the church. There 
are other thousands who testify that because someone made THE 
Upper Room available to them, a chain of events was started that 
led to a full commitment to Christ and the church. 


34 Editions e 


1908 GRAND AVENUE 


The Upper Room Outreach 


In many communities THe Upper 
Room has a ministry to the unchurched, 
to the “stranger within thy gates”— 
to the sick and afflicted—through plans 
developed to reach people—in 
and newsstands, in motels and 
hotels, and in hospitals and infirmaries. 
Ask for information. 


these 
stores 


Name 


Fill out and mail 
id abt -M atobalc hi melel by ole) am 


The Upper Room is the Devotional Literature Department of 
the General Board of Evangelism of The Methodist Church 


Address 


The plan can be used in any church— 

city, town, or country. It is as effective 

in a church that counts its roll by the thou- 

sands as the church whose numbers are counted in tens. It is en- 

thusiastically acclaimed in churches that have a whole staff of 

ministers, and it works well in churches that must share the time 
of one pastor. 


Because this plan can be operated on a self-supporting basis, it makes 
an excellent project for a class or organization. Your Men’s club 
can do it, or the Woman’s society. Youth groups like to do it for 
it makes them feel that they are making a contribution to the spiritual 
life of the church. 


For a complete outline of the Church-wide Family Worship 
Plan, a sample copy of Tut Uprer Room, mail the coupon today. 


UhyyaP Room 


Circulation 3,000,000 e 28 Languages 
The world’s most widely used devotional guide 
NASHVILLE 5, TENN. 


& 


THe Upper Room, 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Yes, I’m interested. 


Please send me details of the Church-wide Family Worship Plan. 
Begin my order for Tue Upper Room with the current issue. 


I need __ copies of each issue. (7¢ each in lots of 10 or more to one 


address. ) 
Information about other devotional literature. 


Send me information about the plan to place THe Upper Room in 


Stores and Newsstands. Motels and Hotels. Hospitals, 














THE METHODIST STORY’s January covers highlight 


this month’s mission study emphasis on Japan and look 


toward next month’s Week of Dedication. Front: Dedica- 
tion offering keeps Crusade Scholar Virginia Theodore of 
India in school at Scarritt. Back: Girls in a Methodist 


kindergarten in Japan, mission study theme country. 














